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Three Southern Hositesses 
Misses Eva Peeler, Rosa Sox and Corinne Leonard 


c. Cc. D. SAYS— 
“I’m justly proud to be the President of 


an organization that possesses such loyalty 
and Christian earnestness. It’s impossible 
to estimate the potential power and re- 
source of such an organization of young 
people. But we must never forget that our 
human power is feeble compared with the 
unfathomable power of our Father. We 
must know Him as our Guide and our 
Strength. ‘I live—yet not I—but Christ 
liveth in me’ must ever be our motto.” 


—_y»— 
THANK YOU! 

The splendid write-up of the 17th Bien- 
nial Convention appearing in The Lutheran 
as well as the more detailed account in this 
issue are the work of Mrs. S. T. Peterson 
of Chicago. Mrs. Peterson is more in- 
formally known as “Min” by a host of young 
friends in the Luther League. Her talents 
have always been unselfishly placed at the 
disposal of the League. We can offer her 


no more sincere reward than a_ simple 
“Thank You!” 


WITTENBERG 


The Largest College in the United Lutheran Church 


Students from all parts of the U.S. 
Faculty of unusual strength. The majority are univer 
sity-trained men, many with Ph.D. degree. Olassical 
and Scientific Departments. Recognized pre-law, pre- 
medical, and pre-engineering courses, Strong literary 
societies. New School of Music with strong Faculty. 
Preparatory school in connection. 


A number of new buildings and new departments now 
being arranged for. Campus among the most beautiful 
in America, 
Tuition and other expenses very moderate. Unusual 


opportunities for those wishing to work their way 
through, 


A college with a notable record for scholarship, and 
for turning out young men and women who make good, 
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Seventeenth Convention, Luther League 


of America 
Salisbury, No. Carolina, July 2-6, 1927 


By MRS. MINNIE L. PETERSON 


North Carolina we have 
learned to love you—your 
people, your wonderful hos- 
pitality, your fine spirit, your 
beautiful charming girls, and 
your fine manly young men! 

Salisbury, as a convention 
city you were perfect, and we 
may just as well begin this 
report by thanking you from 
the bottom of our hearts for all you have 
done for us. We shall never forget you! 

And as we write this report—on the ver- 
_ anda of a hotel overlooking beautiful Lake 
Junaluska with Eagle Nest Mountain, 
Mount Junaluska and other majestic peaks 
just beyond, we wonder if in the midst of 
such beauty and splendor we can get down 
to such prosaic things as reports—and then 
our heart is filled with thanksgiving to God 
who is the giver of it all. 

The Credentials Committee tells us there 
were 577 in attendance, but there was the 
equivalent of 2,000 in enthusiasm. 

The event that stands out most vividly in 
a convention full of colorful events was the 
great missionary demonstration on Sunday 
evening—delegation after delegation com- 
ing forward with banners indicating what 
had been done for Andhra Christian College 
—all standing before the altar when Treas- 
urer Dittmer handed the check for $25,000 
to Doctor Thomas, Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, and supplemented this 
with a check for $5,000, making the follow- 
ing patrons and patronesses: Messrs. Bank- 
er, Dittmer, Hodges, Reverend Luther M. 
Kuhns, and Miss Brenda Mehlhouse; the 
Intermediates coming forward with a check 
for $500 and the Juniors, $550—then as one 
voice the singing of “Thank God from Whom 
All Blessings Flow.” 

The second outstanding event was the 
very impressive candle light installation ser- 
vice which had been so beautifully worked 
out by Sister Pearl Lyerly of New York 
City. Officers of the Luther League of 
America with black candles forming the 
cross, members of the Executive Committee 
and state presidents with red candles form- 
ing the heart, Junior and Intermediate Su- 


“MIN” 
Our Reporter 


perintendents and members of standing 
committees of all Leagues forming the white 
rose and the blue circle, while representa- 
tives from local Leagues with yellow candles 
encircled the entire church. Only those who 
saw (some with tear dimmed eyes) can im- 
agine the beauty and solemnity of the oc- 
casion—no lights except the gleam from the 
candles, and the Leaguers repeating “Christ 
all in all or not at all,” and finally singing 
“Follow the Gleam.” 

The outstanding social event was without 
question the Barbecue. Especially to those 
of us from the North who knew not what a 
real Southern Barbecue was like, surely the 
realization exceeded all our anticipation. 
On the grounds of the beautiful Country 
Club there was plenty of room for the Ne- 
braska cowboys and the Pennsylvania In- 
dians to cut loose, and they did, with the 
other delegates not far behind in noise mak- 
ing and singing (?). 

But now we must chronologically record 
the events of the convention! 


FIRST SESSION 


At this session as at all 
sessions the devotions were 
in charge of the chaplain, the 
Reverend C. P. Harry. The 
song leaders were the Rev- 
erend Fred Reissig and Mr. 
Fred H. Bohlig. After the 
opening devotions the address 
of welcome was made by Mr. Frank Cauble 
of the local Luther League. The pastor 
loci, Dr. Edward Fulenweider added his 
word of welcome and President Banker re- 
sponded in a fitting manner. The business 
of the convention was then begun with 
President Banker in the chair. 

The General Secretary’s report was first 
read. The report of the General Secretary, 
Reverend A. J. Traver. 


To the Luther League of America: 


The faith of Luther League pioneers is being 
justified these days. Our beloved organization is 
being more and more recognized among the dis- 
tinctive forces of our Church. Our program is 
being more and more understood and respected. 
Each project completed, each plan made effective, 
has helped to establish our place among the educa- 
tional agencies of the Church. In the words of 


Dr. and Mrs. 
Harry 


Fred Bohlig 
Peppy 
Song Leader 


Mrs. Bob Wolf 
and Miss Emily 
Scholl, Registrars 


Uncle Amos 
and his much 
better half! 


our hustling Treasurer, C. C. D. “It’s great these 


days to be a Luther Leaguer.” 

It has been a high honor to be General Secretary 
6f the Luther League of America. I deemed it 
to be so when called, but after eighteen months of 
meeting the unfailing respect of the leaders of the 
United Lutheran Church and eighteen months of 
whole-hearted cooperation with the finest young 
folks in the world, I am still more conscious of 
the honor. The contacts made, the friendships 


formed, the ready cooperation both from within 
and without the League are indeed precious pos- 
sessions. 


I do not feel the necessity at this convention for 
a long and detailed report to the Luther League of 
America. Month by month I have been writing of 
my doings through the Luther League Review. I 
have been busy at many tasks, in many places. 
I have lived for the League. She has been an arbi- 
trary mistress so far as time and energy are con- 
cerned. But she has been a wholly kind mistress 
so far as sympathy, cooperation and appreciation 
are concerned. To those who have been unfailing 
helpers in my work I want to give testimony. 
Among them I choose only to speak of one by 
name, Harry Hodges. He is one of the many who 
have given without reserve. But because of his 
invaluable experience and his presence at head- 
quarters, and specially because of his consecrated, 
unselfish willingness to serve, his council and aid 
are outstanding in value to the progress of my 
work. I extend to him and to the officers and 
other co-workers my sincere gratitude. 


New Units 


The following new units have been received. We 
welcome them most heartily: 


Michigan Synodical 
Georgia Synodical 

Northern California 
Florida Conference 


Also the following isolated Leagues, affiliated di- 
rectly with the Luther League of America: 

Grace Lutheran Church, Laurel, Miss. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Great Falls, Montana. 

I also visited the Canadian League at its last meet- 
ing and extended a cordial invitation to reaffiliate. 
Action will no doubt be taken at their next meetine 
in 1928. 

Finances 


The finance Committee will no doubt make a de- 
tailed report. The renewed interest in the Sustaining 
Membership makes ‘it seem wise to continue that 
fund for at least another biennium. The receipts 
from The Lutheran Campaign will also be a great 
help in meeting our budget. The United Lutheran 
Church, through the Executive Board made an appro- 
priation of $5,000 for the year 1926, Upon the 
appeal of our Executive Committee this amount has 
been increased to $6,000 for the year 1927. TI recom- 
mend a most hearty vote of thanks on the part of 
this Convention for their generous action. No ad- 
vance work of any moment should be attempted until 
we can adequately meet our present budget. 


Statistics 
From the statistical data received we report: 


Seniors, organizations 964 membership 29,665 
Intermediates st 143 ~* 2,859 
Juniors - 187 Ms 5,468 

Total e 1,294 Total “ 87,992 


Educational Department 
_Our emphasis has been upon 1. The Weekly Devo- 
tional, 2. Daily Bible Reading, with the building of 
a Bible Readers File at headquarters, 8. The cireula- 
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tion of The Review, 4. The Topic, 5. Work literatur 
with the building of the loose-leafed Hand-boo! 
6. The Reading Course, 7. The circulation of T; 
Lutheran. : ; 

With regard to the circulation of The Lutheran wi 
undertook to secure 5,000 new subscribers during 2 
months of April and May, 1927. The following was 
the result: d 


New to 
CRUAGA «2 Fake Seine orale oe ese 29 “4 
Galifornia “250-220 axa ome ae 48 17 = 
Coloraae . ..itctte tp Ricas «<b eeee 0 2 
Connecticul’ «ose - a9 da cee es 7 0 
District of Columbia ...........- 16 5 
Wiorids” 44 35238 ¢.3n dn eee ene heme 20 3 
GOT os was s.5 PR aoe So nee Chis epee 39 i4 : 
RilinG@is 2.25 suc abinad oon wena ee 177 71 : 
Indiana 2s. fase oes on oe ees ad 17 35 4 
Towst 2.0.5. 2 aoa eo tae ae 36 19 : 
POANSAS.. ose Us deoutew nee tae e mem 7 10 , 
Kentucky eimai r seth ore een 15 11 2 
Saryland sack peed 7 94 : 
Massachusetis oo kia. cosa r cone 26 13 
Michigan. 3.i0.4sickSs ws wee sewed 25 9 . 
BT, ee RS, oe ER > 4 1 
Misstissinel 5. sins sckrcetan So aaee 0 6 
Moritanas<..'. 2 hs Aee eee ee 1 4 
WNebragks: (4 ton fis otissma tena 69 39 f 
New “Serseg ns te canes hea er ee 80 40 . 
New Wort 0 i<S0 sand esat. 1 ae 446 201 
North Catelinm + .<265 «Wass intnndn 153 186 , 
North: Dakota ......... oe REC ll 15 
Ohie use. TAO eee 347 141 Fd 
OwewRONl, 6 2s)2n se Se Ue a 12 3 + 
PennsylWania .s..56 02. cnn es tae = 775 572 : 
South Carelina 542526053 .o-2he aoe 103 106 - 
TP OYOCRRGR sf cidia'c GL ine in ce Gupta 52 29 
DSRS nia 5 ca ae am a a 8 8 & 
Wirirtnie WD. ax tile aoe oe ae 185 148 ; 
Washingt ii. s <a, cade ees wand a og 
Wet Virgil ac oo nr<cnenseens 37 34 < 
WiSCOMGE Ahixincdcoe nat eane eth oe 128 25 ; 
TEARS “Food ccunla dana ore aem 2,962 1,924 , 


In view of the fact that the circulation of The 
Lutheran, our official weekly, ought to be of con- 
eern to the youth of the Church and in view oft 
the generous offer of the management of The Luther-— 
an, namely the donation of 40c per new subscrip-— 
tion to the Local securing it and of a 60c¢ bonus — 
to the Luther League of America, I would recom- 
mend: That we accept this obligation and make an 
annual canvass during or about the time of Church | 
periodical week, the details to be left to the Educa- 
tional Department, in conjunction with the Circula-_ 
tion Manager of The Lutheran. 


Circulation of Review and Topics for 1925-1927 


apie as 


REVIEW 
1925—July to Dec........... 25,169 Average 4,195 
1926—Jan. to Dee. ......... 55,650 Average 4,638 — 
1927—Jan. to Jume ........ 30,571 Average 5,095 

Total? seen es es $ + 111,390 

Topics 
1925—July to Dee. ........ 27,449 Average 13,725 
1926—Jan. to Dec. ......... 58,026 Average 14,507 
1927—Jan. to June ........ 30,686 Average 15,343 


LOGO Se vidnhet chee, cee tes 116,161 


Cooperation in Departments 


4 
3 
s 
_I should like to report the fine spirit of coopera- — 
tion at headquarters. Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse © 
and Rev. Robert J. Wolf have been unfailingly — 
thoughtful in their relation with the General Sec- 
; 
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Rev. Teufel 


2 Miss Secretary President Secretary “Herb” 
Bim Mehlhouse Portz CAICo ps Scherer Ex. Committee Secretary ’27-’29 
retary. I should also like to commend to the grati- for the West. We look forward to the time when 


tude of the League our Office Secretary, Miss Emily 
Scholl, who has accepted her heavy responsibilities 
so willingly and cheerfully. Miss May Scherer 
and Rey. Clarence Portz have also given heroic ser- 
vice to the League. With heavy burdens of their 
own they have been willing to add the care of the 
two important Departments of Missions and Life 
Service. I hope and pray that the time may soon 
come when all Departments may be in the hands of 
-full-time workers. It is not fair to ask what we 
are asking of these busy friends. 


Regions 


In the two years since action was taken looking 
toward the regional organization of the Luther 
League of America we can report but one estab- 


lished region, that of The Mid-West with Mr. Her- 


bert Fischer as Secretary. The Leagues included 
are: Illinois, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas. 
The new region has provided for moderate remunera- 
‘tion for the Secretary and already the good results 
of his work are to be discovered. 

New York, New Jersey and Connecticut are also 
moving toward regional organization. A plan has 
been worked out by the commission and approved 
by one of the three organizations. The other two 
meet this fall. Negotiations are also on the way 
between Pennsylvania and Maryland. The extension 
work that could be done with full-time workers on 
the field would more than justify the investment. 


Coordination 


The Luther League is one of the educational 
agencies of the Church. It can not develop its pro- 
gram efficiently without reference to the other 
agencies of the Church, the Parish and Church 
School Board supervising the Sunday School, the 
Week-day School, and the Vacation School, the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society, the Brotherhood and other 
organizations. I have been working toward under- 
standing and coordination with these agencies. I 
believe the time has come for the calling of a free 
conference of representatives. I recommend that 
we respectfully petition the Executive Board of the 
United Lutheran Church to request the Parish and 
Church School Board to consider the calling of such 
a conference. 


} Conclusion 


ing the past Biennium. 


Again I express my deep appreciation for God’s 
kindly guidance and your willing comradeship in 
one of the greatest opportunities in the Church of 
Jesus Christ. ; 
Respectfully submitted, 

Amos J. TRAVER, 
General Secretary. 


Motion made and carried that this be re- 
ceived and referred to the proper committee. 

The president’s report was next read. 

Report of the President, P. Walter Bank- 
Pers 

It is not the purpose of this report to be more 
than a short review of the work of the League dur- 
The various Department 
Secretaries will present reports for your considera- 


“tion covering the actual work done and make such 
recommendations as are necessary for carrying on 


and for further extension of our work. 


There has been permitted further accomplishment 


of things long hoped for. 


We planned for some years for regional Secre- 


_ taries, and a beginning has been made in the elec- 


tion of Mr. Herbert Fischer as regional Secretary 


others will be elected. 

The East is in urgent need of some one who can 
give full time to’ intensive work in such states as 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land. There is no doubt that a very material addi- 
tion to our membership and a real strengthening in 
centers already organized can be had as soon as 
such a thing can be made possible. 

Through the means of part time State Secretaries 
the South has covered their field very well and we 
have to look to our good friends there as to whether 
it could be better done by a regional Secretary, hav- 
ing the work in all the states in mind. We have 
no accurate knowledge. 

The United Church has been most kind to us and 
we certainly owe to it a debt of gratitude, which 
we can repay by giving to it young people who 
shall at all times and places prove worthy of the 
name, Christian. 

Mr. Traver during his first term of office has giv- 
en us a fine administration, which has done much to 
help in the upbuilding of our work—his has been at 
all times a sustained, unselfish, sacrificing interest 
as well as a keen understanding of our needs. 

In the Intermediate Department much has been 
accomplished in building a new foundation which 
makes for real work for the future. Mr. Wolf, due 
to our having taken over the boys’ work has had 
to change much in our program, and it has been a 
task. 

After all the trials which the Junior Department 
has had, it has emerged (thanks to Miss Mehlhouse) 
and stands before us in increased numbers and in- 
creasing constantly in favor with those in our 
Church who recognize the able and thorough way 
its program of work meets the need of our Juniors. 
It is inspiring to read the programs each month. 

Miss Scherer, our Missionary Secretary, has ‘cer- 
tainly given our Leagues programs of work and 
study which need no commendation, they besveak 
for themselves the thought and labor put in them. 

Then Mr. Portz has certainly given many sugges- 
tions showing what a fine help the Life Service De- 
partment can be to the Church. We are in debt for 
the way he has so faithfully served, busv as he is. 

What one of us will not be proud of our Treas- 
urer for the way he has put across the Andhra 
Christian College Fund. Why, Clarence, to use his 
own phrase, has just made it “great to be a Lu- 
ther Leaguer.” 

Tt has done much to strengthen our League and 
mould it into a body confident of itself and its abil- 
ity to do, as well as to demonstrate to the Church 
that our young people are not all surface. 

Thanks, Clarence Dittmer. 

Mr. Greiner too, I wish you knew him as we do, 
knew the deep concern and love with which this 
work of ours appeals to him, as the father of the 
Sustaining Membership, he has been as unstinting 
in its care as a father to a beloved child. No sacri- 
fice of time or effort has been too great. 

With all these, there is our standby of the years, 
Mr. Hodges, who gives so much and gets so little 
except from those who know, and with him our 
leaders out in this country of ours and the far 
flung lines of our United Church, may God bless 
them and give them renewed strength and enthusi- 
asm. 

There will come before you for consideration 
some changes in the constitution. They represent 
the earnest thought of several Committees and should 
have your approval. 

As we look over the field at this time and wit- 
ness the growth of the League in influence, numbers 
and prestige, our hearts should overflow with grati- 
tude to Him who has so kindly directed us and who 
has not failed when we needed Him. Surely we as 
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young people owe a debt to God for all that has 
been done for us. : 
‘During the past year, your President and his 
good wife have been the recipients of many greet- 
ings which showed us the heart of those with whom 
we serve, and though tardy it be, we want you to 
know that both in the hours of trial and of joy, our 
hearts were made glad because of your thoughtful- 
ness and kindness. They are and always will be 
outstanding memories. 

This year ends twenty-nine years service for the 
League, (all except two) spent in official capacity 
and of which twelve have been spent for the National 
League. 

During these years, we have been privileged by 
God to serve with and for Him—it has been marvel- 
ous in our eyes to behold how God is at all times 
present to help. God seems always to lend a listen- 
ing and sympathetic ear and when we looked to 
Him with the eye of faith, the work went on and 
on and men were always found to carry on. 

As we lay aside the Mantle of the Presidency 
with which we have been honored for five years, we 
do so fully conscious of the rare privilege it has 
been to serve for one, who to us has been a great 
Elder Brother, our God, and with those fine souls 
whose interest has been in the upbuilding of His 
Kingdom, who in this day of selfishness and self 
interest stand out as real Citizens. 

It is with such experience back of us that we can 
look with confident eyes for the future, confident 
that so long as men are willing to use God and be 
used by Him, the work cannot fail. This shall be 
our prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

s. WALTER BANKER, 

1927. President. 


Moved and carried that this be referred to 
the proper committee. 
Mr. C. C. Dittmer as Treasurer next read 
his report. 
His report appears in part on page 18. 
Committees were appointed with the fol- 
lowing serving as chairmen: 
Committee on Resolutions—Carl Satre, 
Ohio 
Committee on Credentials—Virgil Daub, 
Maryland 
Auditing Committee—Marvin 
Pennsylvania 
Nominating Committee—Harry Hodges. 


Kingston, Pa., June 2, 


Eckardt, 


SORE Presee & here 
BN ats 


By vd Yu 


LUTHER LEAGUE i 


t 
At the close of this session all the dele- 
gates assembled in the church parlors to en- 
joy a program rendered by the local League. 
Representatives from the various state and 
synodical organizations were introduced, 
each bringing greetings or “boosting” their 
native state or League. This was a fine 
feature of the program because it made us 
all feel acquainted right from the start. A 
group of young negroes furnished a number 
of musical selections that met with hearty 
applause. Refreshments, of course, were 
served. 


SECOND SESSION 


The entire delegation constituted a large 
Sunday School class taught by the Reverend 
E. Allan Chamberlain, Trenton, New Jer- 
sey. The Reverend Chamberlin with his 
chalk and blackboard gave a very fine talk 
on “Saul Chosen King.” 

At the 11 o’clock hour the regular morn- 
ing worship was held with the devotions be- 
ing conducted by Reverend Edward Fulen- 
wider, pastor, assisted by Reverend H. 
Brent Schaeffer, of Hickory. A special musi- 
cal program was rendered and the conven- 
tion sermon was by Reverend Henry C. 
Roehner, D.D., of Mansfield, Ohio, who took 
the eighteenth verse of the sixteenth chapter 
of St. Matthew as his text: “And I say also 
unto thee, that thou art Peter; and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Dr. Roehner delivered a forceful and most 
appealing and interesting sermon, urging 
the young people to rally to the church of 
God, to be steadfast and continue in the 
good work. 


SEVENTEENTH CONVENTION 


THIRD SESSION 


This session was devoted largely to the 
educational department. A splendid talk on 
“The Reading Course” was given by Mr. 
Harry Hodges. It will be reported in a 
later issue. 

Mr. Paul E. Keyser, a student at Witten- 
berg College, was just the right person to 
discuss the college student problem. An 
outline of his talk will appear in a latter 
issue. 

At this session also the Life Service Sec- 
retary, the Reverend C. A. Portz read the 
following report: 


“The Executive Committee and the Luther League 

of America: 
_ “Your Secretary is hereby rendering a brief ac- 
-count of his stewardship in this which is one of 
several entrustments making demands upon his time 
and energy. This will not be an attempt at the 
presentation of concrete accomplishments. The very 
nature of the work does not permit such a presen- 
tation with any degree of accuracy and complete- 
ness. Further, the ultimate success of any recruit- 
ing program is to be chiefly measured, not by the 
number of ministers or missionaries secured, but 
by the extent to which young men and women of 
diverse gifts and bents are inspired to choose their 
occupations as their way of making the Kingdom 
of God more of a reality in human life. 

“To what extent this has been accomplished, only 
eternity will tell. Most encouraging reports from 
all sections and many states, indicate that both 
young men and women are consecrating their lives 
on the altar of Christian service, in the direct em- 
ploy of the church., State and District Life Service 
Secretaries report most successful regional, district 
and city Life Service study classes, rallies and meet- 
ings. These will all lend their influence not only 
in the securing of recruits for the direct work .of 
the Church but will aid youth to regard every pro- 
fession and occupation primarily as a method of 
establishing the Kingdom of God in human society 
and that every occupation and daily task must be 
pursued with the motive of service and the end 
the establishment of the Kingdom. 

The Life Service Department is becoming more 
and more efficiently organized. Most states and 
districts have their secretaries and some of these 
secretaries are doing a wonderful service and ac- 
eomplishing much for their Master. The success 


of the life service program plainly lies in the hands 
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of these secretaries, as the department is now or- 
ganized with»a part time National Secretary. We 
believe the original policies and general methods of 
procedure as originally outlined by the head of the 
Department are worthy the giving of a real test 
in actual experience. 

“Outside the home, the League has one of the 
greatest opportunities for the moulding of character 
and the direction of life ideals. We have as a 
Church been acting all too much on the assumption 
that the whole task of securing the Church’s leaders 
for tomorrow consists in making a stirring appeal 
to young men and women at the college age. Noth- 
ing could be farther from the truth. Those who 
have worked most intimately with students on the 
campus know that decisions for Christian service 
have usually been deeply affected by influences in 
the lives of boys and girls before they ever left their 
homes. 

“Five years of experience and more concerted 
thinking on our part have discovered some of the 
strong and some of the weak points of our program 
but without cash we cannot get into the ‘big show’ 
and excess speed is not possible where feet are tied. 

“This report should point out briefly- the fact 
that some real difficulties and confusion exist in the 
minds of youth not only with respect to what life 
service means but also in the methods to be used 
in recruiting for the various forms of Life Service. 

“We find a tendency to distinguish between occu- 
pations as secular and sacred, which of course is a 
vital mistake. In the end the particular occupa- 
tion we choose does not increase or decrease our 
privilege and responsibility for the extension of 
Christ’s Kingdom. All professed Christians are, if 
they are true to their profession, workers together 
with God. The occupation or calling must finally 
be nothing more nor less than that position in life 
where our particular talents best fit us to carry on 
with and for God. 

“The necessity of preparation and training must 
be impressed upon youth, if the desire for leader- 
ship is to be fulfilled. 

“All too many are like the Irishman who walked 
into a recruiting station one day. The sergeant in 
charge looked at him and said, ‘Well, Pat, would 
you like to join the army?’ ‘Well, I dunno,’ re- 
plied the Irishman, ‘d’yous happen to have inny 
vacancies in majur jinerals?’ 

“Sincerity and even piety are not all that are 
essential for Christian leadership. Major general- 
ship is not a position to be attained at the first 
promotion even in the army of the Lord. Those 
years of necessary discipline and training must not 
be overlooked. The desire to serve where most 
needed is often lacking, hence the wisest counsel and 
the safest advice are needed. But who? The pas- 
tor? Some friend? If the Life Service card has 
been used and the Board to which a duplicate card 
has been sent, follows up the information on the 
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card the needed counsel will have been provided and 
the proper contact will have been made. d 

“Reeruiting for Life Service is not necessarily a 
plum picking process, it is not a man made job. 
It is a spiritual task and must be a continuous proc- 
ess. It requires spiritual preparation and above 
all else, must not be allowed to become mechanical, 
artificial or professional. Wherever those who en- 
gage in recruiting fail to sound the spiritual note 
and do not define the great end as essentially spirit- 
ual, the work will tend to become superficial and 
will be fraught with peril for the future of the 
Church. It must be a process of getting God and 
youth together. God is always present but youth 
often prefers the call of Babel voices and absents 
itself from the presence of God, and God speaks 
only to the listening ear. He will furnish the 
‘burning bush’ experience, if youth is present to 
be a part of it. 

“The Church at large needs also to have an awak- 
ening to the fact that she needs to be ready to offer 
to youth a challenging and worth while work, when 
youth offers itself on the altar of service. 

“Let God only receive praise, if youth through 
our work has been brought to realize a little better 
its proper and rightful place in a world of uncer- 
tainties. 

“We offer the following recommendations: 

“1, In view of the fact that the Executive Board 
of the United Lutheran Church at the meeting of 
February 10th, 1927, set Reformation Sunday as 
Day of Prayer for Colleges, we recommend that 
the Luther League of America transfer to this day 
the Annual Life Service Day for 1928 and for each 
succeeding year or until a change would seem war- 
ranted. 

“2. That the Life Service Secretary of the Lu- 
ther League of America again be authorized to call 
into conference the State and District Life Service 
secretaries in 1928 at a time and place suitable 
to the secretaries and Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America.” 


The last portion of this session was de- 
voted to simultaneous discussion which 
proved a very helpful feature of the con- 
vention. Reports will appear in a later 
issue. 

Missionaries and student volunteers were 
the guests of honor at a special missionary 
supper held in the main banquet hall of the 
Yadkin Hotel on Sunday evening. 


FOURTH SESSION 


This was known as Missionary Night and 
after opening devotions a beautiful little 
play, “God’s Family,” in which a number 
of Luther Leaguers took part was present- 
ed. This was followed by the processional 
and presentation of checks to Doctor 
Thomas, as mentioned in the first part of 
this report. Doctor Thomas accepted the 
money with this beautiful response: 


Seventeen days ago, in New York City, Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh, whose name is now linked 
with the immortals, received a check for $25,000 
from the hands of Mr. Raymond Orteig. As Mr. 
Orteig presented this prize, he said: “My dear 
Colonel Lindbergh, I cannot find the proper words 
to express my admiration for what you have done. 
When I offered the prize I had two thoughts in 
mind—to stimulate aviation and long flights and 
to strengthen the ties between the United States and 
France. You have made possible the realization of 
my hopes beyond all expectation.” 

It is not only that this check tonight calls for 
the same amount of money that has led us to link 
together these two events but also that the spirit 
of youth is connected with both. In the one case 
it was youth, vigorous, intrepid, heroic who received 
the gift. In the other it is youth, thoughtful, earn- 
est, persevering who makes the gift. It does not 
rob the former of the glory he justly merited to 
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refer in glowing terms to the accomplishment of 
the latter. Whether it is youth flying to Paris or 
youth cooperating in a noble enterprise, both are 
praiseworthy from the standpoint of the heroism 
manifested. : 

When Dr. J. Roy Strock, whose name will ever 
be connected with the establishment of the Andhra 
Christian College in India first made known his in- 
tention to approach the Luther League of America 
in Convention assembled at Milwaukee for $25,000 
for the erection of the Administration Building 
there were those who thought him foolish, That 
“he could never get the Convention to agree to such 
a large sum.” After his success was announced 
again there were expressions of doubt as to the abil- 
ity of the young people to meet such a pledge. 

The story of the enthusiasm engendered by this 
undertaking has often been told. Courageous, un- 
daunted youth got behind the enterprise and it moved 
ever onward toward its goal. Bulletins appeared in 
a number of periodicals charting its progress. 
Finally a State organization reached its 100 per 
cent quota. By that time so much friendly rivalry, 
on the part of the various State organizations, had 
been developed that we were told by a good and 
faithful officer in a certain State that they would 
have been first had they telegraphed their standing 
instead of sending it by mail. The State that won, 
though further removed, telegraphed its results and 
the wire arrived before the letter and California 
won. 

Luther Leaguers, officers and non-official members 
—it is a most happy privilege to receive this sum 
in the name of the Board of Foreign Missions. It 
is the largest single check contributed for the 
Andhra Christian College. In accordance with the 
action of the Board this money will be placed on 
interest, until the Council of the Indian Mission 
requests that it be sent forward. 

On behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions, as 
its official representative we gratefully receive_ this 
check and extend to you our hearty congratulations 
on the completion of this outstanding achievement. 
The old adage, “Where there’s a will, there’s a way,” 
has again been found true. 

It remains for another, a worthy son of India’s 
soil to thank you on behalf of his brothers and 
sisters, our brothers and sisters, beyond the seas 
but the Board of Foreign Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church in America praises youth’s achieve- 
ment. With such a spirit of loyalty and cooperation 
the success of the work of the Church at home and 
abroad is assured. By this noble endeavor your 
interests have been broadened, your vision for serv- 
ice enlarged. You are marching in step with Christ, 
the great Head of the Church. 

We thank you for your gift; we praise you for 
your spirit and we pray that the fires of youthful 
enthusiasm may burn brighter and brighter and 
thus hasten the time when the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
His Christ. 


The following cablegram from Doctor Roy 
Strock was read: 

“Indian church and we praise God with 
you. Congratulations. Thanks. Onward 
greater victories.” 

Reverend Rajah B. Manikam, Ph.D., was 
unable to be present owing to illness in his 
family and a silent prayer in his behalf was 
offered by the assembled Leaguers. 

Mrs. McCauley who has spent many 
years in India spoke about her work in this 


field and assured the delegates that she 


would tell Doctor Strock what she had seen 
here on this evening. 

The missionaries and student volunteers 
were introduced by Miss Scherer and each 


ee eee eee 


given an opportunity to make a two minute 


talk. 


The meeting closed with special prayers 
for our missionaries. 
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FIFTH SESSION 


The entire fifth session was conducted by 
Miss Brenda Mehlhouse and was devoted 
entirely to the Junior Department. 

Reports of the Junior Secretary and 
Chairman of the Junior Committee were 
read. 

The Fifth Session was opened with De- 
votionals in charge of the chaplain. 


Junior Department 


The morning was devoted to the Junior Depart- 
ment, with Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse, Junior Sec- 
retary, presiding. 

The first item was the 

Junior Secretary’s Report. 
Salisbury, July 2, 1927. 
To the Luther League of America: 

The past two years in our Junior Department, 
_ which is charged with the training of the children 

up to twelve years, in spite of obstacles and mis- 
understandings, have been hopeful ones. 

In God’s good Providence, and with the loyal sup- 
port of a splendid corps of state, district and local 
secretaries, we can truly report progress. 

It is therefore with a deep feeling of gratitude 
to God, and a sincere appreciation of the fine work 
done by all those who have felt the call to take 
upon themselves one of the largest opportunities 
in all our church work—the training of the children 
—that your Junior Secretary makes the following 
report: 

Statistics 


Number of registered Junior Leagues reported 


PEE PORE LE OV ULC COMMS herenales w de lateieis’s ciciaie es sielacshe oi obs 154 
OPI DET LOCH I) cu clea s bio sisi Pewee oe an se eie owes 305 
Of which we have registered ................. 283 
which means that we have aJmost doubled in numbers. 
MEP DCralrie MeOORY) ~ tuts Seatalesrele schist SMe a8 ,887 
Pe THETCHSEE OF) = tole Poles 6 Os ces Sie eIe's te oleye 2,091 


Particular mention is due 

—Ohio, which started the biennium with 6 Junior 
Leagues and now has 24, 

—Porto Rico, where we have & Junior Leagues, and 

—Nova Scotia, which we visited during the bienni- 
um, and where they have 3. 

A recent trip to Texas and Florida which it was our 
privilege to make has awakened interest there, and 
Texas already has a beginning in 2 Junior Leagues. 

Cash contributions from the Juniors: 


Mor, local PULrDOSES Seis cele ed es Sob oe onasidee $1,771.55 
hor DENSYMenCe yet se sees «coins» vce ee 1,123.18 
A gain over the last biennium of ..... $1,262.12 


Five Junior Leagues report each contributing $109 
toward their new church building, one pledging $300 
to be paid in three years. 

In addition the Juniors contributed to Andhra 
Christian College as their Special Objective for the 
erection and furnishing of a room in the Dormitory 


UM OELTIN AE. cdc Glen cunt seavid stew sue Siem aeas wc og = $502.52 
and for 1927 they have already contributed 

toward the goal of $600 for a Junior Hand 

TSOOK MENG MSULE (OL wr afelivs the Siilasce ev eleiiety ois viele ae'e $154.50 


In 1926, 42 Sustaining Memberships were taken 
out by the Juniors, and thus far in 1927, 41. 

Statistical blanks were sent out and from 125 
which we have had time to tabulate we can get a 
partial idea of what the Juniors are doing. These 
125 Leagues report as a record of one year’s work: 

1.234 Juniors are Daily Bible Readers, 

1,276 pray daily, ; 

2,001 attend church at least 20 times during the 
year. 

88 Junior Leagues revort teaching parts of the 
eatechism, the creed, the commandments, psalms, 
hymns and prayers and Bible verses, thus laying a 
good foundation for the catechetieal class. 

29 Junior Mission Study Classes were conducted, 
the majority studving the foreign mission book, 
“Two Young Arabs.’’ 

32 Junior Leagues conducted a_ special Luther 
Study Class, using ‘Martin of Mansfeld.” 

55 Junior Leagues went to rallies or conventions. 

51 held joint meetings with the Senior or Inter- 
mediate League and 35 held special Promotion 
Exercises into the Intermediate or Senior League. 
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50 Superintendents report reading a book on chil- 
dren’s work. 

Practically all are using the Junior Topics and 
a large majority report dividing the children, using 
our “‘programs for the Little Leaguers,’’ for those 
under 8. 

89 Junior Leagues report giving our Junior 
Pageants—“Even These Little Ones,’ “Emblems of 
Christmas,” ‘Emblems of Eastertide.’’ 

At Thanksgiving 88 Junior Leagues report a spe- 
cial Thanksgiving program. 12 had a Thank Offer- 
ing meeting with the Missionary Society. One con- 
tributed $15, another $16, and a large number smaller 
sums. 

At Christmas—61 Junior 
programs. 

Stockings were filled and baskets sent to the poor. 

2 boxes were sent to the Virgin Islands. 

2 Leagues sent gifts to the Watauga Mission. 

One gave $33.95 to the Orphan Home at Zelienople. 

One gave a Christmas dinner, toys and clothing 
to 25 poor children. 

One sent 15 pounds of candy to a Home. 

Cards, flowers and fruit were sent to the sick and 
shut-ins. 

And 6 Junior Leagues helped the Inner Mission 
Society of their city spread Christmas cheer. 

At Easter: : 

The Junior Leagues took charge of early morning 
services. 

Flowers were sent to the sick. 

Candy and special offerings 
Orphan Homes. 

One League sent 15 dozen eggs to a Home. 

And 58 Junior Leagues held special Easter pro- 
grams in addition to assisting in the Bible School 
festival. 

77 Mother’s Day meetings were held. 

For their own church the Juniors have been busy— 

One League sold 200 Church Calendars, another 
presented a $60 Christian flag to the Chureh; one 
gave 25 Parish Hymnals to the Sunday School; an- 
other helped equip the church kitchen; one presented 
altar covers. 

Others report— 

Contributing $6 toward a Parish Hall; $6 for the 
Organ Fund; $5 for a piano; buying book racks 
for the church pews; putting pictures on the walls 
of the Sunday School; supplying books for the 
library; serving in the Junior choir; taking charge 
of the evening service; arranging the Children’s 
Day and other special programs; mailing the church 
bulletins; supplying flowers for the altar; and in 
various ways making themselves generally useful. 

36 Junior Leagues report some special Inner 
Mission work; one League gave $25 and another 
$10 to Hartwick Seminary; another contributed $5 
to the Inner Mission Society; 4 Junior Leagues sent 
a total of $100 to the Mississippi Flood sufferers. 

Others report—Visiting and singing in the hos- 
pitals; conducting services in our Homes for the 
Aged; making scrap books for the Children’s Hos- 
pitals; filling Christmas stockings and baskets for 
our Settlements; sending canned goods and gifts 
to our Orphanages at Thanksgiving time; packing 
boxes for institutions; supplying needy families with 
groceries; dressing dolls and making bandages for 
a hospital; and giving an enter.ainment in a 
Children’s Home. 

Th2 missionary activities of the Juniors include: 


Leagues gave special 


were sent to the 


The Noisy New York Gang 
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$53.50 for foreign missions from one League! $88 
from another; $42 from another; $5 from another; 
$11 from another, and smaller sums from a large 
number. U 

One gave $15 to the Near East; 5 report sending 
dolls to Japan; one sent bandages to our hospital in 
India; 3 packed boxes for India; one sent The Lu- 
theram and Lutheran Boys and Girls to our mis- 
sionary in South America; one sent $5 worth of red 
bandana handkerchiefs to our African Mission; 
India Lace Day was generally observed, one giving 
$10, another $38, and another $25. ; 

One sent a box to Porto Rico; another an offering 
for Moslem work in India; and one Junior League 
helped the Senior League by contributing $5 toward 
their boys’ scholarship in India. 

5 Junior Leagues report shandwork, making 
posters on “Two Young Arabs,” on the Junior 
Reading Course and on the Topics, Bible notebooks, 
and other similar work. 

The Juniors like also to play. 86 picnics were 
reported, and 76 report socials, some every month, 
others on holidays. 


New Plans 


Several new plans were tried during the biennium 
with success. These will be continued. 

The first was the adopting of a 12-Point Standard 
Program for Junior Leagues. This program is 
that the Juniors 

Use the Junior Topics 

REVIEW, ° 

Use the Program Packet, 

Serve as officers, 

Take part in the meeting, 

Have a public meeting once a year, 

Do something for others—inner, home or foreign, 

Have a joint meeting with the Intermediate or 

Senior League, 
Have promotion into the Intermediate or Senior 
League, 

Attend a Junior Rally or convention, 

Use the Junior Reading Course, 

Contribute to the Junior Objective, 

And take out a Sustaining Membership. 

This is no easy standard and we wonder how 
many Senior Leagues would measure up if the same 
test were applied to them. One point is given for 
each item, and those gaining eight or more become 
respectively Black, Red, White, Blue or Gold Star 
Leagues. In 1926 we had 78 on the Honor Roll 
with 2 Gold Star Leagues—Advent, New York City 
and Grace, Rochester, Pa., these two having made 
all 12 points. . For 1927 we have 80 on the Honor 
Roll and of these 15 are Gold Star Leagues, a rec- 
ord of which we are justly proud. The 12-Point 
Leagues are: 

Memorial, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Glenwood, Toledo, Ohio 
Zion, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. Matthew’s, Crafton, Pa. 
St. John’s, Mohnton, Pa. 
Grace, Reading, Pa. 

St. John’s, Mt. Wolf, Pa. 
First, Butler, Pa. 

Grace, N.S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
St. Mark’s, Uniondale, Ind. 
Grace, Rochester, Pa. 

Grace, Shillington, Pa. 
Messiah, Wesleyville, Pa. 
Faith, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Trinity, Victoria, Texas. 


Another innovation was the Junior Institute plan. 
Two very successful National Institutes were held 
in Philadelphia with about 45 Junior secretaries 
present, and district or local institutes were con- 
ducted in 7 centres in Pennsylvania, 5 in New York, 
10 in Ohio, and 5 in Indiana. Our growth in a 
large measure can be traced to these Institutes. We 
therefore suggest that as it is impossible for the 
Junior Secretary to conduct these everywhere that 
the State Junior Secretaries each plan such an In- 
aa for their territory during the coming bien- 

ium. 

The “Good Neighbor Club” is another new plan. 
This is. the adopting of the Junior Leagues i. aie 
institutions and mission stations by the Leagues at 
home. Six Leagues already have such proteges and 
we recommend this plan to all our Junior secretaries. 


Special Items 


During the biennium our Junior literature has 
grown from about 80 to 67 leaflets, consisting of 
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a complete series of Daily Bible Readings, exercises, 
drills and helps for the leaders, all in uniform size 
which can be made into a loose leaf notebook. — 
With the Junior Hand Book which will be printed 
as soon as the Junior Objective for this year, $600, 
is reached, our Literature Department will be firmly 
established, and we will have what we feel and what 
the denominations are telling us is a complete and 
practical literature for our Junior Department. 

In the Beginners’ room of the church has been 
arranged a literature display with the leaflets made 
into packets for your convenience and free literature 
for distribution. There is also an extensive display 
of hand work made by the Juniors all over the Lu- 
ther League of America, as well as helps and ma- 
terial for the work of the Junior Department. We 
invite and urge you to visit this exhibit. ek 

The Junior Reading Course has had a material in- 
crease in circulation during the past two years. 
At the beginning of the biennium there was prac- 
tically little being done. Today we can report that 
in 1926 43 Leagues reported purchasing the set of 
six books and thus far this year 61 are using it. 
79 Juniors in 1926 and 88 thus far this year have 
received Certificates. 

At a recent meeting of the Literature Committee 
a scheme of Junior Topics was approved which will 
materially strengthen our program. A four year 
plan has been outlined to centre on training the 
child for church membership, the aim being to lead 
the Junior through proper preparation and instruc- 
tion to the catechetical class. For 1928 as the first 
step the general scheme will be ““Know Your Church.” 
We believe this is one of the biggest advance steps 
in our work during the two years. 


The Future 


In closing, as to the future, we come with no 
recommendations, but rather in view of the record 
of work which the Junior Department has achieved, 
and with the firm conviction, first, that only by the 
training of the Juniors in League work can we 
hope to have intelligent, well informed Seniors, and 
second, that the program of the Junior Depart- 
ment is a complete, well rounded and wholly ade- 
quate program to accomplish such training, we 
throw out this one challenge to each individual 
Leaguer—“‘What are you doing to establish the 
Junior Department of the Luther League in your 


Church?” 
Respectfully submitted, 
BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE, 
Junior Secretary. 
This report showed a one hundred per 
cent increase all along the line, and revealed 
the power which lies in developing the hope 
of our Luther League work—the Juniors. 
This was followed by a 


Junior Demonstration : 
by St. John’s Junior League, Salisbury, 
N. C. Presided over by Earle Fisher, they 
gave five exercises portraying the program 


of the Junior League: 


(The Bible) Exercise—‘The Calling of the Disciples” 

foe Aas “Rian Pantomime—“My Faith Looks up to 
ee” 

(Missions) Exercise—‘A Curio Box” 


(Luther) | Exercise—‘R-E-F-O-R-M-A-T-I-OuN” 
( eyes earl Playlet—‘Junior League Around 
e orld.” 


Too much praise cannot be given to St. 
John’s Juniors, and to their superintendent, 
Miss Mildred Brown, who directed them, for 
the fine way in which they conducted this 
program, and the object lesson which the 
delegates received of what the Juniors all 
over the Luther League of America are 
learning by just such programs was one 
which they will not soon forget. i 
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Following this demonstration the balance 
of the morning was given over to a 


Junior Institute 


when the program of the Junior Department 
was presented by a number of Junior work- 
ers from various sections of the Luther 
League of America. 

As a foundation of the work, Mrs. Ralph 
Swavely, Junior Secretary of the Berks 
District, Pennsylvania, spoke on “The 
Junior Topics.” Mrs. Swavely illustrated 
her talk with posters made by the Juniors 
to advertise the Topics. 

The next speaker was Miss Emma Gusky, 
Junior Secretary, Branch No. 5, Pittsburgh 
District. She spoke on “The Junior Meet- 
ing,” telling how to conduct a Junior League 
meeting, and made an enthusiastic plea that 
the Juniors in every church be given the 
chance for such training. She said in effect: 


Before you can have a_ successful meeting you 
must know how to plan and how to conduct a meet- 
ing. 

How to plan a meeting: 

1—Preparation. (a) Begin at least two weeks 
before the meeting. (b) Get all the material need- 
ed together. (c) Read over all very carefully. 

2—Aim of the Topic. (a) To give them greater 
knowledge and understanding. (b) To strengthen 
their faith. (c) To prepare them for leadership. 

8—Main lesson. (a) Get the main thought or 
purpose of the lesson. (b) Make that the goal. (c) 
Have all readings, etc., lead up to it. 

4—-Presentation. (a) Leader to lead, not to do 
all the work. (b) Not to be a reading lesson. (c) 
Have discussions, debates and essays written. (d) 
Have as many as possible take part. (e) Bring out 
the main lesson. 

5—Closing the Topic. (a) A brief review of the 
lesson. (b) Make them have a clear understanding 
why you had the topic. (c) Make the topic person- 
al, reaching each individual boy and girl. (d) Make 
them want to follow out what has been taught. (e) 
Make them want to come again. 

How to conduct a meeting: 

1—Do not be a school teacher. 

2—Open meeting with quiet music. 

8—Do not conduct all meetings in the same way. 
Have variety. 

4—Teach children to pray. (a) Use sentence 
prayers, prepared by the Junior Department of the 
Luther League of America. (b) Superintendent 

_ writes prayers on paper and has Juniors read. (c) 
Superintendent writes prayers on papers and has 
Juniors memorize. (d) Juniors write prayers and 
read. (e) Have Juniors write prayers and memor- 
ize. (f) Have Juniors make prayers without writ- 
ing. (g) Have Juniors give voluntary prayers. 

5—Do not have a long drawn out meeting with 
no main purpose. 

6—Have children do most of the work. It is 
their meeting. 

7—Have element of surprise. 

8—Have something different at each meeting. 

9—Keep something for the next meeting. 
10—Make the meeting so interesting that they 
will want to come again. 


Worship is perhaps the first essential to 
every meeting and Sister Pearle Lyerly, 
New York City Junior Secretary, next told 
about “Teaching the Juniors to Worship.” 
Sister Pearle with her beautiful spirit of 
consecration contributed much to the Insti- 
tute in this and her two other presentations. 
To teach the child to be worshipful, Sister 
Pearle’s message will appear. later. 


Junior workers must have 
tools, and we have the tools. 
Miss Gusky again took part, 
this time telling of “Our 
Junior League Literature.” 
With a series of well pre- 
pared charts she explained 
our literature and just how 
it may be used. Announce- 
ment was made of the display 
of Junior literature and the 
packets for sale. (Same ein 
be secured from League 
Headquarters for $1.50 for a 
complete set, 40 cents for 
separate packets as listed in 
the Review.) Miss Gusky 
said: 


The Junior Department of the 
Luther League of America has a 
wonderful supply of material to be 
used in the Junior League. This 
material ean be bought by the dozen, 
in packets, or in one large packet. 


The following packets can be se- 
cured—Organization Packet, free; 
Program Packets each six months; 
Invitation Packets; Reading Course 
Poster Cut-Outs; Miscellaneous Pac- 
ket; Packet of Helps for Rallies and 
Conventions; Packet of Exercises 
and Drills; Packet of Helps for the 
Regular Meetings. 


Among this literature there are 
Pageants. There are complete sets 
of Daily Bible Readings, attractively 
printed, month by month, that will 
encourage the Juniors to read their 
Bibles. There are a number of 
Bible dramatizations, from which 
the Juniors can act Bible stories. 
There are special programs for 
Lent, for Easter, Christmas, Refor- 
mation and Thanksgiving. The helps 
are so many that you cannot help 
but have an interesting Junior meet- 
ing if you will but use them. 


If you will only write to Luther 
League Headquarters, 806 Muhlen- 
berg Building, Philadelphia, you can 
get all the material necessary to or- 
ganize a Junior League. When we 
are asked by the Lord why we are 
not taking care of our Juniors we 
will not be able to make the excuse, 
“we have no material to work 
with,” for they do have it at Luther 
League Headquaxters. They not 
only have a great variety of mate- 
rial, but the best that can be had. 


Sister Alma Boarts, the 
Junior Secretary of the Ohio 
League, under whose splendid 
guidance Ohio has advanced 
from 8 to 24 Junior Leagues, 
was prevented from taking 
part in the program by a 
fractured ankle. Her first 
subject, “The Junior Reading 
Course,” was presented by 
Miss Mazie Schweringer, of 
Springfield, Ohio. 
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“How to Make League Work Interesting 
to Juniors,” was explained by Mrs. W. V. 
Garrett, of the Maryland Synod. Mrs. 
Garrett told of handwork for the little 
ones, showing samples. Mrs. Garrett said: 


The Junior is the most active, responsive and in- 
terested group with which to work but the work 
must be properly adapted. 

Some methods which we have found successful are 
—all meet for opening worship, after which the 
pre-school children are taken to a separate room 
where they are taught hand work with moral and 
religious significance. The school age children study 
the Junior Topics. They have their own officers, 
committees and conduct their meetings, and make 

sters. 
perhe Juniors are also affiliated with the Light 
Brigade—they meet three meetings a month as a 
Junior League and the fourth of each month as a 
Light Brigade. 

During the holiday season, 
year calendars to provide money for 
Boys and Girls’? which was placed 
Thank offering boxes are used. 


Mr. M. Haller Frey, 
Executive Secretary 
of the Luther League 
of Pennsylvania, next 
presented the matter 
of “Junior Rall*es and 
Conventions.” He ex- 


Juniors sold church 
“Lutheran 


in 35 homes. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Alma Boarts on “The Need of Consecrated 


Leadership for the Juniors.” 
“The Need and Place of a Junior League 


in Every Congregation,” was presented by 
Mr. Charles W. Fuhr, Junior Secretary of 
the Pennsylvania League. 

A fitting close to this Institute was 
given by Sister Pearle who in a talk on 
“The Lad,” made a plea for the delegates 
to assume the great opportunity they have 
in training the boys and girls. She said 
in part: 


Let us go to the Sea of Galilee with Christ—pic- 
ture the ers multitude who had followed Jesus 
for some time; also picture His disciples when He 
spoke of feeding this crowd. The disciples were 
sent to find food. Matthew, Mark and Luke record 
that there were five barley loaves and two small 
fishes, while in St. John 6:8, 9, we read “and one of 
His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith 
unto Him, “there is a lad 
here, which hath five barley 
loaves, and two. small 
fishes, but what are they 
among so many?” 

How characteristic of the 
adults today! The majority 
fail to recognize the pres- 
ence of the children, not 
to mention the gifts they 
may have to bring to be 
used by the Master. 


plained the York Dis- : 1: orks Amery 

i ? Th Our brought his brother to 
ae pee ge ae Brateecnaca Lutheran S. AL Jesus and he also brought 
and recommended such Representative Mayor Enthusiast the lad, and all he had, to 


wherever possible: 


The Juniors of the whole District are organized 
under the direction of the Junior Secretary, elect 
their own officers and hold monthly get-together 
meetings. 

Some of the meetings held are (1) a Junior 
Worker’s Conference when the superintendents get 
together and plan for the year, (2) a District Hal- 
lowe’en Social, (3) An Indoor Pienic, (4) A Dis- 
trict Mothers’ Meeting, (5) a Combined Musical 
Evening, (6) a Semi-annual Junior Convention for 
Juniors themselves. Posters advertising these meet- 
ings are made and put into every church. 

A District project is also supported, the Juniors 
combining to do one piece of work—maintaining the 
telephone in the Americanization centre in York, 
helping a Home for Crippled Children, carrying on 
some different project each year. 

In this way the Juniors are trained to handle 
the work of the District when they become Seniors. 


Sister Pearle next explained her plan of 
“Junior Church,” telling how the Juniors 
are trained for participation in the regu- 
lar church service. A report of her address 
will appear in a later issue. 

“Helping Our Mission Leagues” was 
merely mentioned because of the shortness 
of time. The Junior Secretary made a plea 
that every Junior League adopt a Junior 
League in one of our mission stations or in- 
stitutions here at home, sending gifts and 
letters, or help to establish such a Junior 
League where there is none. 

Plans for “The Little Leaguers,” those 
under eight, who are too little to appreciate 
real Junior work, were presented by Miss 
Emma Hess, kindergarten instructor in our 
Italian Mission in Philadelphia. 

Sister Helene Kuechler, of Syracuse, 
N. Y., next read a paper prepared by Sister 


Jesus to be used to feed 
the hungry thousands. 
Where are those who will become Andrews in our 
churches today in order that they may bring those 
things which the lads and lassies are anxious to give, 
in touch with the Master? Will you Senior Leaguers 
become Andrews and help the children give all that 
they have to Jesus through the Junior League? Oh! 
that we might have eyes to see the boys and girls 
today with their offerings; ears to hear the voices 
which are ever calling for leaders; willing hands 
to lead the little feet into the paths of the Master: 
and love that will hold the young lives in direct 
connection with Christ’s power. Thousands were 
fed physically on what one lad gave and a greater 
multitude may be fed spiritually by the lads who 
are waiting, yes, longing for someone to put them 
in touch with Jesus Christ. 
Wil you become an Andrew, Luther Leaguer? 


Mr. M. Haller Frey, Chairman of the 
Junior Committee, reported and a later 
issue will carry it. 

The Junior Luncheon which followed this 
session was a great success and the “Lunch 
Hour” was all too short to accomplish the 
many things we would like to have done. 


SIXTH SESSION 

At the sixth session Mr. J. M. Peeler, one 
of Salisbury’s busiest and most active men, 
presided and introduced the speaker of the 
afternoon, the Reverend H. Dennington 
Hayes of Washington, D. C., who spoke on 
“The Plow and the Altar.” 

Doctor Hayes based his talk on the fact 
that an emblem in bas-relief was dug up in 
Rome with the figure of an ox standing be- 
tween a plow and an altar and the inscrip- 
tion, “Ready for either.’ He treated the 
matter under two main heads: 1. America 


we 


> srr" 
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and her youth. Ist, As a liability, referring 3 
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to the great howling of the present as to 
the youth of this age, irresponsibility, jazz, 
crime-wave of young, etc., and showed that 
it is not so serious or so much ofa liability 
as many suppose. 2nd,.as an asset. The 
strength, power and possibilities of the 
youth of today and especially of the Chris- 
tian youth. The value to the country of 
such as are represented in our convention 
and membership. 


2. Second main head. Youth and Amer- 
ica. 1. Service. ‘Ready for the plow.” 
Duties, obligations, powers. 2. Sacrifice. 
“Ready for the altar.” Youth can, ought 
and will make sacrifices if necessary for 
country. 

Doctor Hayes said: 

“Youth has optimism. 

Optimism minus religion equals irrespon- 

sibility. 

Optimism plus Christ equals Faith. 
Youth has tirelessness. 

Tirelessness minus religion equals rest- 

lessness. 

Tirelessness plus Christ equals achieve- 

ment. 
Youth has enthusiasm. 

Enthusiasm minus religion equals reck- 
lessness. 

Enthusiasm plus Christ equals spiritual 

power.” 

This session was followed by the Barbecue 
previously mentioned. 

While it was a bit difficult to get back to 
work after this wonderful social gathering 
most of the delegates did manage to appear 
on time for the 


SEVENTH SESSION 


This was Life Service Night and the Rev- 
erend C. A. Portz, the Life Service Secre- 
tary, presided. Three splendid addresses 
were given in this evening. Excerpts will 
appear in due time. 


EIGHTH SESSION 


Program Devoted to the Intermediate 
Department 
The Rev. R. J. Wolf presided over the 
meeting and presented his official report for 
the past two years. 


Report of Intermediate Secretary 


This initial report of your Intermediate Secre- 
tary to a national convention purposes to reflect 
the status of Intermediate strength and activity 
as reported from questionnaires sent out a month 
ago; and briefly to touch upon some of the salient 


points of the Intermediate program and depart- 
mental work. 
From the inception of the Intermediate Depart- 


ment to the present 158 Leagues are listed as regis- 
tered Leagues, of which number upwards to 100 
registered since the Milwaukee Convention; with 
many more known Leagues yet unregistered. Of 
the total number of Leagues 60 sent in reports of 
their activities. The total membership -of those 
reporting is 1,365, or an average of 28 members 
per League. The largest membership reporting is 
St. Matthew’s, York, Pa., Mr. A. S. Neff, Super- 
intendent, with 70 members. 

Leagues using the 1927 Reading Course total 21, 
over against 14 using the 1926 Course. Thirty 
Leagues held a joint meeting with the Confirmation 
Class. A commendable percentage of members at- 
tend church services regularly and almost 100 per 
cent regular attendance at Sunday School is re- 
ported. 


Considerable activity in. Inner, Home and Foreign 
Mission work with a corresponding expenditure of 
money, including $500 for the Andhra Gym, either 
as direct contributions or indirectly spent in non- 
monetary donations and gifts, is reflected. Local 
church projects receive the support of our Leagues. 
In some “instances parents banquets were held. 
Participation in’ the church services; assistance 
rendered the pastor and agencies of the church, 
pageantry, Life Service classes, beautifying of the 
Sunday School: and Church with flowers, as a regu- 
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lar or special feature, socials, hikes and many simi- 
lar activities are reported as a part of the work of 
real live and consecrated Intermediates. 


Leagues by Districts and States 
Name Number 
California 
Connecticut 
FEO DIG Teloseis este agave relsiove ols Wier 6ls)s cle) ep aes Soi 
TATA Mes yoleltiolewlele crete ielnieie/s cols \e o\e/e= ae en 
MITIOUSS tetera ote ale 8 1v ele) ete. cig ale # lel sictatais'oinieve ole 
Iowa 
pKANSAS. orc eeeeee se ercee vcs reccccercesrece 
Missouri 
(RESTPCHOE. Gada Sch. o shalisials stad piel s elf viv eis vie 6 0 
Maryland 
New Jersey 
New York 
Nebraska 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
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Intermediate Program 


As resported to the Executive Committee last 
February the high mark of attainment as far as the 
Secretary is concerned has been made, not so much 
in tangible results achieved, but rather as to what 
in his mind constitutes the nature and sphere of 
his work; and how to prosecute it. At that meeting 
the hope was expressed looking toward the issuance 
of a full set of literature for Intermediate promo- 
tion by the time of this convention; but on account 
of illness he has only been able to project the plan 
of organization by revising and publishing in stand- 
ard form and size the pamphlet: “How to Organ- 
ize an Intermediate Luther League.” However with 
the form of organization thus outlined and in addi- 
tion to supplementary material at hand, a substan- 
tial contribution to the department’s program in 
the nature of a “Project Pamphlet’ will be issued 
in the near future, 

Furthermore at this convention I will seek to get 
the endorsement of Intermediate leaders on a pro- 
posed Uniform Point Program, also a decision on 
other features of our program. 


Association of ’Teen Age Groups 


Possibly one of the biggest opportunities before 
us is that of bringing together in thought, prayer 
and service all Intermediate groups of Lutheran 
youth, such as the Intermediate Leagues, Boy 
Scout Troops, Girl Scout Camps, Camp Fire Girls, 
ete., into one organization. The necessary literature 
projecting such an organization will be issued and 
the proper steps taken to line up said 'teen age 
groups in accordance with the program of the 
L. L. of America. 


Boys’ Work Program 


The several main features of this specific task 
of the Intermediate Department are reflected in an 
“Outline of Program for Work with Boys,” recently 
issued from the office, copies of which are obtain- 
able at the literature booth. 

That part of the Boys’ Work program which the 
department deems itself most capable of advancing 
has to do with camps for boys, and the promotion 
of Scouting in our churches. The former is receiv- 
ing considerable attention on the part of many of 
our pastors and laymen, with two new camps in- 
augurated this summer; one sponsored by the Alle- 
gheny Synod, with 72 boys in attendance and under 
the able leadership of a Luther Leaguer, the Rev. 
B. F. Rudisill, of Friedens, Pa., and the other to 
be held later in the summer under the direction of 
Mr. Hugh Rhyne, including 100 boys from the pas- 
torate of Rev. O. F. Blackwelder, of Baltimore, Md. 
Your Secretary assisted in the set up and manage- 
ment of the former and is scheduled for participa- 
tion on the program of the latter. In addition he 
will visit three other camps for Lutheran boys dur- 
ing the summer. 

Relative to Scouting it is gratifying to report that 
the United Lutheran Church in America in conven- 
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tion at Richmond, Va., j 
request of the Luther League of America to recom- 
mend the work of the Boy Scouts of America to our 


Church. : : i 
Each year the department will have printed in 


The Lutheran a suggested program for “A Con- 
ference with Boys.” The first issuance of its kind 
appeared some time during November and was suc- 
cessfully used by several conferences of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania. 

With renewed faith and zeal I pledge my best 
with divine help and inspiration to labor acceptably 
for Luther League promotion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. J. WoLr, 
Secretary. 

The first address of the morning was 
made by the Rev. C. P. Swank, S.T.D., 
Philadelphia, Pa., on “The Need for the 
Intermediate Luther League.” 

The Rev. Swank’s message was divided 
into three parts. 

1. Capacity of the boy or girl. 

2. Confirmation period. 4 

3. Church. 

Rev. Swank explained that if proper 
training was given there was an unlimited 
capacity of the boys and girls of that age 
to do Luther League work. 

We learned that the Confirmation Period 
was probably the most important period of 
the young people’s lfe—that was where 
they confessed Christ and made important 
decisions in life. Where could they be 
guided any better than in some organiza- 
tion such as the Intermediate Luther 
League? 

We were then favored with some special 
music by the members of St. John’s Inter- 
mediate L. L., Salisbury. 

The organization of the Intermediate Lu- 
ther League was presented to us by the Rev. 
C. M. Teufel, Roanoke, Va. 

“The Intermediate League at Work in 
New York State” was presented by Sister 
Pearl Lyerly, New York City. Besides tell- 
ing us of her success in Luther League In- 
termediate work in New York State she 
presented a two-year program with a de- 
tailed outline of how this may be worked 
out. 

We were then favored with a quartet of 
Intermediate Leaguers of St. John’s Church, 
Salisbury. 

The Rev. Wolf concluded the session with 
a few general remarks on the importance of 
Intermediate Luther League work showing 
that by instilling into the hearts of these 
young people of the ’teen age the love of 
Jesus Christ, they would go forward in 
their life being true witnesses in His name. 

The Intermediate Luncheon held after 
this session was a “howling” success. Mr. 
Wolf just let the Intermediates and Inter- 
mediate leaders cut loose and they did! 
State after state delegation trying to out- 
do Pennsylvania and New York. We be- 


unanimously endorsed the 
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SEVENTEENTH CONVENTION 


- business 


- concerning 


lieve John George Kurzenknabe and his 
“gang”? won, for they were still singing 
when everyone had left the dining room. 

Immediately after this luncheon a con- 
ference of editors of League papers was 
held. 

; NINTH SESSION 

This session was devoted to convention 
and after the usual devotions 
telegrams were read from friends all over 
the world. 

The following was the message received 
from Dr. F. H. Knubel, president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America: 


“Although I-wrote to Secretary Traver my regret 
over inability to attend the convention and al- 
though I sent him my greetings to that wonderful 
gathering, I must send this added word to you 
the fine success of the appeal for 
Andhra College. The report will rightly provide 
enthusiasm for all who are present. May the young 
men and women be inspired to new appreciation 
that the supreme task of the Church always is the 
missionary task. ‘Go yo into all the world’ continues 


_-to be the commission definitely laid upon our hearts. 


“In these days my prayerful thoughts are with 
you all, How much I wish I might be there in per- 
son in order to renew my own youth and in order 
to see the faces of those who will before long be 
the actual leaders of our Church.” 


At this time Omaha presented its official 
invitation to the convention. It might be 
recorded here that never has a convention 


received such an enthusiastic and pressing 


invitation as this convention received from 


- Omaha inviting it to come to Omaha in 1929. 


Those Omaha folks just never let up in their 
endeavors to convince Leaguers that Omaha 
was the only place to hold our 1929 conven- 
tion. There were Omaha tags everywhere, 
Omaha songs, Omaha booklets, ete. After 
such advertising other delegates armed with 
invitations withdrew them in favor of 
Omaha. 

Mr, J. L. Fisher, the mayor of Salisbury, 
spoke fluently on the need for ministerial 
pensions and relief. He told what other 
denominations were doing and then pointed 
out the small amount the Lutherans were 
endeavoring to raise in comparison. The 


- following resolution was adopted: 


“That in accordance with the program of the 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief, we pledge 


The Cooks Who Did NOT Spoil the Barbecue 
——o Ae i 
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The Barbecue was made on this pit. It was sure tasty 


it our hearty support in the promotion of its cam- 

paign, and call upon our Leagues to support it in 

every way possible.” 
This resolution 


carried. 

Mrs. W. F. Morehead, president of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of the U. L. 
C., brought greetings from that body. 

Mr. H. E. Isenhour of Salisbury brought 
the greetings of the Brotherhood of the 
Uiali C, 

Mr. Lex. Kluttz representing the Near 
East Relief told about the work of that 
organization and the following resolution 
was adopted: 


“Whereas, some thirty-five thousands of children 
orphaned and destitute by war are being cared for 
by the Near East Relief; 

“Whereas, the United Lutheran Church has re- 
affirmed action with regard to Near East Relief, 
encouraging pastors and officials to support its work; 

“Resolved, that we request continued prayers and 
cooperation on the part of the Leagues with the 
Near East Relief in its plans for support includ- 
ing the plans for young people’s societies, viz.: the 
observance of International Golden Rule Sunday.” 


“South American Interests” was the sub- 
ject of a very excellent talk by Dr. Charles 
L. Fry of Philadelphia. He said the things 
South America needed most were: 


The open Bible. 

The key to the Book. 

The right to think,—the right to private judgment. 

Public schools. 

Protestant parsonages. 

Christian hymns; some South Americans 
never heard a hymn. 

Civil and religious liberty. 


South America needs the Protestant par- 
sonage to save her life. She has too long 
been the dumping ground of a low type of 
priest, that we would not tolerate in North 
America, 


was unanimously 


have 
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Dr. Fry compared the two Americas and 
in natural beauty found them very similar, 
but not in other respects. 

Miss May Scherer, Missionary Secretary, 
read her report: 


That we may know Christ, that we may live 
Christ, and that we may give Christ should be the 
order of our Luther League endeavors. The third 
step in the series is the natural outcome of the 
first and second. If we know Christ and live 
Christ, we will give Christ to all the world. : 

When we consider what remains to be done in 
order that our Luther Leagues may be the great 
missionary centres that they should be, we may 
become discouraged; but when we consider the in- 
creased missionary activities in our Luther Leagues 
during the last biennium we are forced to say, 
“not by might or by power, but by the Word of 
God has the thing been done.” 

At the beginning of the biennium, many of our 
state Leagues and most of our local Leagues did 
not have missionary secretaries. Now every state 
organization has a state misionary secretary and 
most of our local Leagues have made this addition 
to their list of officers. This fact in itself is an 
assurance of increased missionary activity. An in- 
terested missionary secretary in every League is 
a guarantee of the promotion of a real missionary 
program. 

The many letters which have been received are 
proof of the interest in our missionary department. 

The Seven-Point Missionary Program issued 
through the Missionary Department has been adopt- 
ed by a number of our state Leagues and their 
Missionary Honor Rolls include the Leagues that have 
conformed to the seven points. It is hoped that 
all state Leagues will adopt this Missionary Pro- 
gram or similar programs and that Missionary Hon- 
or Rolls will be kept in every state. 

Realizing that information is necessary for in- 
spiration and action, an effort has been made to 
promote the organization of Mission Study classes. 
The book recommended for this year is New Paths 
for Old Purposes. All state missionary secretaries 
are requested to enroll mission study classes and 
report to the General Missionary Secretary. 

During the biennium a Missionary Story Contest 
was held. The prize of $20.00 for the best story was 
won by Miss Ruth Nease of Damascus, Va., and the 
second prize by Miss Grace Harper of Findlay, Ohio. 
A second contest has been announced, all stories to 
be submitted by the last of July. 

Monthly missionary programs have been prepared 
for publication in the LurHerR Lpacur Review. 
General Secretary Traver has allowed extra space 
for this once a month program. In addition supple- 
mentary literature to be used in connection with 
each missionary program has been recommended. 

The principal work of the Missionary Depart- 
ment has been cooperation in connection with the 
Andhra Christian College project. Every state mis- 
sionary secretary has made Andhra College of first 
importance. The result was shown when the check 
for $30,000 was presented at the Missionary Rally on 
Sunday evening. This common. missionary objective 
has served a three-fold purpose: 

1—It has made possible a Christian education for 
the youth of India. 

_ 2—It has brought together in a way that noth- 
ing else could have done the Luther Leaguers of 
America, 

3—It has prepared the way for still 
achievements in the future. 

The following recommendations are offered for 
the better operation of our Missionary Department: 

1—That a Mission Study Glass in every League 
be made the goal for this year. 

2—That _every state missionary secretary be 
charged with the responsibility of promoting the 
missionary activities through the local missionary 
secretaries; and that every state missionary secre- 
tary be charged with the responsibility of en- 
couraging the appointment of missionary secretaries 
in the local Leagues, 


It was moved and carried. that this report 
be adopted. This was supplemented with 
the passage of the following resolution, by 
a rising vote: 


greater 
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“That we ask the Executive Board of the United 
Lutheran Church in America to approve of the Lu- 
ther League of America assuming as its Missio: 1ar 
Objective for the coming biennium the Religious 
Education Building in Buenos Aires, South Amer- 
ica, at a cost of $12,000. The same to be known as 
Luther League Hall.” 


At this time Mr. Hodges read the pro- 
posed amendments to the constitution, which 
were adopted. 


The following resolutions were read: 


Your committee on reports and resolutions recom- 
mends that this Convention adopt the reports of 
their officers and the following recommendations: 

“Resolved that we accept the offer of the man- 
agement of The Lutheran, making an annual canvass 
during or about the time of Church Periodical Week, 
leaving the details to our Educational Department 
in conjunction with the Circulation Manager of 
The Lutheran. 

“Resolved that we petition the Executive Board 
of the United Lutheran Church to request the Parish 
and Church School Board to call a free conference 
of representatives of all Educational Agencies of 
the Church for the better coordination of the 
Church’s educational program. 

“In view of the fact that the Executive Board of 
the United Lutheran Church at the meeting of Feb- 
ruary 10th, 1927, set Reformation Sunday as the 
Day of Prayer for Colleges we recommend that the 
Luther League of America transfer to this day its 
annual Life Service Day for 1928 and each suc- 
cessive year, or until a change would seem war- 
ranted. 

“That the Life Service Secretary of the Luther 
League of America again be authorized to call into 
conference the State and District Life Service Sec- 
retaries in 1928 at a time and place suitable to the 
Secretaries and Executive Committee of the Luther 
League of America. 

“That the Sustaining Membership be continued. 

“That the work of the Junior Department con- 
tinue to be developed along the plans and policy 
that have been adopted by the Committee. 

“The following resolutions are presented for your 
consideration by the committee on reports and 
resolutions. We recommend their adoption: 

“1. That we recognize the abundant mercy and 
blessing of Almighty God toward us during the past 
biennium and that we express our heartfelt thanks 
to Him by a rising vote and a moment of silent 
prayer. 

“2. That it is with sincere regret we are com- 
pelled to record upon the minutes of our organiza- 
tion, the passing into life of Rev. Arthur T. Michler, 
former Chairman of the Junior Committee. 

“3. We heartily commend the officers, the depart- 
mental secretaries and the various committees for 
the splendid, selfsacrificing work they have done in 
their various departments, and thus enabled the 
Luther League of America to render a real service 
to the church. We recommend that this resolution 
be adopted by a rising vote. 

“4. That we express our appreciation for the 
work done by the retiring officers, members of the 
Executive Committee, and the retiring departmental 
leaders. 2 

“5. We would recommend that all our Leagues be 
urged to send items of news to the Editor of the 
Young People’s Page in The Lutheran, the Rev. 
Dr. H. D. Roehner of Mansfield, Ohio, and to the edi- 
tor og the RevIEW. 

“6. In view of the problems confronti the 
Youth of America today, we recommend that the 
delegates here assembled renew their faith in Christ 
pee and rata os hose | theme as the 

g principle o eir lives ‘ i 
or Not at All.’ 3, ne se, 

“%. We wish to especially commend the work of 
the following: 

The Rey. C, A. Portz, for his untiring efforts in 
advancing the work of the Life Service Department. 

Mr. C. C. Dittmer for his faithful services as 
Treasurer of the Luther League of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Martin, for their services 
as_ Transportation Managers of this Convention. 

Mr. Walter Banker, for his splendid leadership 
as our President. 


Mrs. S. T. Peterson for her efficiency as Recording 


: 
‘ 
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} 
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Secretary. 


_ we found John Greiner. 
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A. J. Traver, R. J. Wolf, and Brenda Mehlhouse 
for the splendid way in which they have assumed 
the responsibilities of their respective positions. 

“8. We recommend that this convention send 
greetings to the Christian Endeavor Society meet- 
ing at Cleveland, Ohio. 

“9. We wish to express our grateful thanks for 
the financial help extended by the United Lutheran 
Church. 

“10. We would recommend that this convention 
extend a rising vote of thanks and appreciation for 
the splendid hospitality shown by the pastor, the 
_ Luther League and members of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, The Brotherhood for their fine Barbecue, 
The North Carolina State League, the organist of 
this Convention, the Lutherans of Salisbury, the 
public press, and to all who have in any way con- 
tributed to the success of this convention and the 
comforts of its delegates.’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
CARL SATRE, 


Chairman. 
It was moved that this report be con- 
sidered  seriatim. All recommendations 


were adopted, as well as the resolutions, 
many of which were adopted by a rising 
vote. 

In addition to the resolutions it was also 
moved and carried that greetings be sent to 
the B. Y. P. U. meeting in Philadelphia. 

The nominating committee brought in the 
following list of nominees, and upon motion 
the secretary was instructed to cast a unani- 
mous ballot: 

President—C. C. Dittmer, New York 

1st Vice-Pres.—Rosa Sox, North Carolina 

2nd Vice-Pres.—Kenneth Shook, Michigan 


Rec. Secretary—Herbert Fischer, Ne- 
braska 
Treasurer—John Greiner, Pennsylvania 


Executive Committee, (four years)—Mrs. 
S. T. Peterson, Illinois; Paul Brindle, 
Maryland; Rev. M. J. Bieber, Minne- 
sota; Rev. C. M. Teufel, Virginia; 
Winnie Butt, South Carolina; Charles 
Fuhr, Pennsylvania. 

President Banker, who retired after 
twelve years of active service in the Luther 
League of America, made these few re- 
marks: 


“T just want to say ‘Thank you’ to those who 
have been associated with me. When we started in 
this organization thirteen years ago, its income for 
two years was $2,730. We did not know which way 
to turn, but we learned that the way to turn was to 
Jesus Christ. 

“When the time came and we needed a successor 
to Luther M. Kuhns, we found Harry Hodges. 
Harry helned us for many years. Then there was 
a time when out in the Northwest we did not know 
what to do and there came Min Peterson, and then 
when we wanted a constitution, E. Clarence Miller 
accepted the call and gave us the constitution. 

“Out in Fort Wayne when we were paving off 

debts there came a man by the name of Roehner. 
He got us the best part of $10,000 and so we paid 
our debt. 
_“Along about that time we needed a treasurer—we 
looked around and found Clarence Dittmer. Then 
He said ‘I have a new 
scheme for raising funds’—and he did! 

“Then there came a time when we faced the big- 
gest problem of all. He who had been with us a’l 
these years, and with whom we had helped carry the 
burden, resigned. Then we looked around for a new 
leader, and the Lord directed us to Rev. Traver. ; 

“T want to tell you when we go home from this 
- convention, we are going home with a grateful heart 
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knowing that the service of these years has not 
been in vain.” 


At the suggestion of Rev. Teufel the 
delegates arose for a special word of pray- 
er of thanksgiving for the services of our 
retiring president. This was led by Dr. 
McLaughlin. 

At this time the writer was privileged to 
speak for a few moments on “Social Meth- 
ods in the Luther League.” A few thoughts 
brought out were: 

Young people must play—let us help them regulate 
that play. 

Have more and better socials. 

Do not try to compete with commercialized amuse- 
ments, but make your socials so attractive that young 
people will want to come. 

Have leadership training classes, if possible in your 
vicinity, and at summer schools and assemblies. 

Have plenty of material to work with. 

Get new ideas constantly. 

From the keen interest shown in this sub- 
ject, and the many requests for additional 
information, we are convinced that this 
phase of our work is very important, and 
should be given the proper attention. 

Dr. Roehner offered the closing prayer. 


TENTH SESSION 


At this session we witnessed the beautiful 
candle light installation service. 

Mr. Banker was presented with a huge 
basket of flowers from the Pennsylvania 
delegation, and a copy of Moffatt’s transla- 
tion of the New Testament from the mem- 
bers of the National Executive Committee. 

Dr. H. Brent Schaeffer, president of 
Lenoir Rhyne College, gave a fine, forceful 
talk on “Jesus Christ and I.” An excerpt 
will come later. 

This was followed by the closing address 
by Dr. Milton J. Bieber, known to all Luther 
Leaguers, and loved by all. 

Mr. Dittmer, president elect was intro- 
duced and spoke briefly to the convention. 
The Rey. Traver assured Mr. Dittmer of 
our cooperation and help by saying “Where 
you lead, we follow!” 

Mr. Banker also beautifully expressed our 
thanks to the good people of Salisbury for 
their kindness and hospitality, and in clos- 
ing said: 

“We have heard a lot about Southern hospitality 
—now we know a lot about it! We appreciate your 
spirit and we are going to take it home with us. 
You have added a lot to this convention. You have 
given us a lot to take home—you have given us a 
lot of kindness. Thank you! Thank you! I will 
not say good-bye—I want to take you home with us. 
We can not take you in person, but we will take 
you in spirit !’’ 

The Rev. Traver in his closing remarks 
said: 

“I am sure no words that any one could say can 
fully express all that is in our hearts tonight. This 
has been the largest convention we have ever held, 
in every sense of the word. I leave this convention 


tired of course, but full of a new life and inspiration 
—a new confidence and assurance in the youth of 


18 


our church, and therefore in the future of our 


church !”” 

The Rally Hymn was sung—prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Traver, followed by the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Benediction. 

And so the Salisbury convention became 
history and was stored away into memory 
along with Milwaukee, York and other con- 
ventions. For those who have experienced 
their first convention it will be, we hope, 
but the first link of a chain of conventions 
to follow. Salisbury—again we thank you! 
How we hated to leave you! But now we 
must turn our eyes to 1929—and OMAHA! 


Consolidated Report of the Treasurer and 
Finance Committee of the Luther 
League of America 


The biennium which has just closed has been the 
greatest two years in our history. The Report of 
the General Secretary will give you some concep- 
tion of the great progress that has been made by 
the Luther League of America even within the past 
two years. 

Financially speaking, the Treasurer has handled 
more funds in the past two years than probably has 
ever been handled by the organization before. Over 
$84,000 has passed through our accounts. At no 
previous convention in our history have we had 
balances aggregating over $33,000 in actual gold of 
the realm. 

Without the financial assistance as well as the 
moral backing of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, without the enthusiastic co-operation of its 
able and far-sighted leadership, coupled with the 
consecrated interested cooperation of our many Lu- 
ther Leaguers and friends, these results would never 
have been accomplished. 

The Chairman would caution friends who have writ- 
ten to the Treasurer congratulating him on the re- 
sults that have been accomplished, that the work 
which he has done has been comparatively small 
compared with the loyalty and cooperation of the 
individual members of the Finance and “Sustaining 
Membership” and “Andhra Christian College Admin- 
istration Building Committees.” I wish all of these 
workers who have brought encouragement and hope 
many a time in the pressure of many responsibil- 
ities, could be even mentioned. No Treasurer or 
Chairman ever had such a loyal corps as the pres- 
ent Chairman. Without such active and tireless 
cooperation, as given during these years, of such 
Leaguers as John Greiner, May Scherer, John Kur- 
zenknabe, H. P. Caemmerer, Rosa Sox, E, R. Koch- 
heiser, Raymond Lutz, and many others down through 
a long list of such staunch workers, these results 
could never have been achieved. It is to them that 
the entire credit is due. 

The financial help of our United Lutheran Church 
in America has been timely. In 1926 they con- 
tributed $5,000, and in 1927 they are contributing 
$6,000, of which they have already paid $3,000. They 
eame to our rescue last January by increasing their 
appropriation $1,000 which gave us new courage to 
go forward in spite of the deficit of 1926 which was 
resting so heavily on the members of the Finance 
Committee at that time. 

The financial assistance, too, of The Lutheran 
has been very beneficial. $1,800 was received from 
them as commission for the 8,000 new subscriptions 
to The Lutheran turned in by our Luther Leaguers. 
The “Loyalty Offerings” on Life Service Day, amount- 
ing to $418.82, also helped. 

The LutHpr Leacue Review and Topics are now 

a source of income, instead of a deficit as formerly. 
It is roughly estimated that the net income on this 
account would amount to approximately $1,500 for 
the biennium. 
_ Eleven Leagues have already paid their 1927 dues 
in full; six Leagues have partly paid them; only five 
Leagues have not been able to make any payments 
so far this year—Michigan Synod (also owes for 
part of 1926 dues), New Jersey, Ohio (also owes 
for part of 1926 dues), Pacific Northwest, and Wis- 
consin, 
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“Sustaining Membership Fund’ 


While we have not as yet secured in 1927 the 
amount of money we had hoped for by this Salis- 
bury Convention, still the amount received so far 
is $4,200. Last year in the entire year we secured 
only $4,900. The Committee is active and fune- 
tioning, and with the continuance of such loyal 
activity as we are now experiencing, the $10,000 
desired ought to be secured by the end of the year. 

A study of the “Sustaining Membership’’ fund 
indicates an encouraging trend. More and more 
Luther Leaguers and Luther Leagues are becoming 
“Sustaining Members.’ Many of the Church lead- 
ers who previously helped us have had to drop out 
for other interests, or were lost to us through death. 
We still need the help of every friend who believes 
in the youth of our Church. Surely an organization 
that demonstrates its desire to help itself, ought to 
be encouraged by a continuance of interest and 
financial help, until such time as the Luther Leagues 
and Luther Leaguers will be able to assume the entire 
burden. 


Andhra Christian College Administration Building 


The Andhra CCAB $25,000 has not only been 
reached, but has been “oversubscribed” by $5,000. 
Three cheers for a membership that backs up its 
Committees and its Church like that. In these days 
when the youth of America is being severely criti- 
cised for its indifference to the affairs of the Church, 
surely even the most prosaic church member or 
Leaguer can’t help feeling that the Luther Leaguers 
are sincere in their desire to promote the great 
causes of the Church. Three cheers for an organiza- 
tion that attempts the impossible, and then “over- 
subscribes” it by over 20 per cent. 

It actually cost the League $220 to raise the 
$30,000 and more. The expenses for postage, print- 
ing, stenographic help, ete., amounted to $1,346.19; 
the interest received from a wise investment ad 
interim amounted to $1,126.25. Practically every 
cent contributed for this project is able to be used 
for this work of erecting the Administration Build- 
ing, the gift of the youth of America to the youth 
of India. 

Special Mention 

To Southern California and Maryland Syned be- 
longs special credit. Both of these Leagues have 
the distinction not only of “oversubscribing” their 
Andhra CCAB project by 118 per cent and 149 per 
cent (the largest percentage) respectively, but they 
have also “oversubscribed” their “Sustaining Mem- 
bership” quotas. That’s the spirit that wins! 

The four Leagues that set higher quotas for 
themselves than the Committee did and then “over- 
subscribed” even that for the erection of the Ad- 
ministration Building were: Minnesota, New York, 
Maryland Synod, and Nebraska. Every League, 


“45 course, either reached its quota or “overscribed” 
it. 
Recommendations 
Your Committee thoughtfully recommends: 


1. That the 


k “Sustaining Membership” 
tinued. 


be con- 


The above items are culled from the Treasurer’s 
Report. The next three or four issues will continue 
to carry excerpts of addresses and reports. 


—F 
VARIATION 
The rain is raining all around, 
It rains on all the nations, 


It rains a lot on many things, 
But mostly on vacations. 


Dr. Bieber 
and 
Dr. Schaeffer 
who 
gave the 
closing 


Messages 


Senior 


Oct. 


“ 


“ 


“ 
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Topics 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 


OCTOBER 
1.—Matthew 10 :37-42.—Jesus’ statement of loss 
and gain. 


2.—Philippians 3:18-17. 

3.—Acts 1:1-8.—No society of the Church can 
be successful except in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Our League will be more 
successful when more of us wait more 
for the power and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in our work. 

4—Acts 4:24-33.—Prayer opens the way for 
fresh access of Divine power to witness 
to the Resurrection which is the heart of 
the Christian message. 

5.—Acts 4:34-37.—Our society will be successful 
in proportion as we all share freely with 
each other in it. 

6.—I Cor. 12.—Teaches the same lesson of 
mutual helpfulness and support in order 
to have a fully successful work. 

7.—Matt. 25:14-30.—We will be successful as 
we are faithful in every little thing. 

8.—I Cor. 3.—A deep sense that in all we do 

we are working together with God in 

earrying out His purposes will make us 

more successful and will save us from the 

jealous rivalries which sometimes mar 

the work of really capable people. 

9.—John 21:15-17.—The Scripture shows that it 

is our duty to help the younger, if we 
love Christ who also loves them. 

10.—Matt. 19:13-15.—We may help by bringing 
the boys and girls to Jesus who loves 
them and seeks to bless them. 

11.—II Timothy 3:14-17.—No one can do a bet- 
ter thing for a child than to teach it 
the Holy Scriptures in which is the Way 
of Life and fit those who learn them for 
all good works. 

12.—Philippians 83 :17-21.—By setting an example 
like Paul’s we may help greatly for the 
younger boys and girls imitate what they 
see in us. 

13.—Proverbs 22:6; 28:13-14.—By training and 
fit discipline we help the younger to 
form habits which will help them all their 


lives. 

14.—Mark 3:14; Acts 1:21.—Show the import- 
ance of companionship in the forming 
of Christian conviction and spirit. No 
help we can give can take the place of 
companionship with the younger. 

15.—Matt. 8:10.—Teaches that the Christian 
man or woman will not look down on 
children or despise them. Our master 
teaches us to reverence them remember- 
ing that the angels guard them. 

16.—Acts 6:1-7.—The Scripture shows how the 
early Christians organized to meet the 
needs of their fellow Church members. 

17.—Matt. 25:31-46.—Shows that the standard 
of judgment to come will be the extent 
and interest of our social service. 

18.—Romans 12:9-17. Shows the ideal of con- 
stant and sympathetic service to each 
other held by the leaders of the Church. 

19.—Romans 13:7-10.—Love is the fulfilling of 
the law, but love must serve. Love can 
not rest while any other suffers. 

20.—I Thessalonians 5:14-23.—The call of the 
Church is to do good to all men. 
21.—Hebrews 13.—Again and again the New 
Testament calls us to have love in our 
hearts and to show it by intelligent ser- 

vice. 

22.— James 2.—Faith which is without’ works is 
dead; so is love. We cannot have love in 
our hearts and be unserviceable in our 
lives. 

23.—Luke 10:1-20; 


Acts 6:1-7; I John 3:14-24; 
Mal, 3:1-12. °~ - 


24.—Mark 4:21-25.—Shows for what purpose God 
gives us His gifts. 
“ 25.—Mark 4:6-29.—Shows how and to what end 
kingdom of God progresses. 

“* 26.—Mark 4 :30-32.—Shows the small beginnings 
and great growths of the kingdom. 
27.—Luke 14:7-11.—Shows we are not to pick 

out the best for ourselves. 
28.—Luke 16 :1-13.—Shows how to use our money 
and other blessings of this world. 
““ 29.—Matt. 25:14-30.—Shows that judgment will 
come surely but unexpectedly. 
30.—Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 3:23-29.—The 
Scripture readings are the great lessons 
of Justification by Faith alone. 
“ 31.—John 3:14-18.—Is Jesus’ own word about 
faith and salvation—hbelieving, saved; un- 
believing, unsaved. 


—yr— 
October 2, 1927. 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


HOW MAKE OUR SOCIETY MORE 
SUCCESSFUL? 
Phil. 3:13-17 


To Leaders—This meeting can be decidedly differ- 
ent. It ought to result in much more efficient work 
in your League for the coming winter. The discus- 
sion questions are all introduced into the write-up 
that follows. 


TOPIC 

We can not take any steps to make a 
successful League until we have settled the 
question as to what constitutes success in 
League work. Suppose we study the fol- 
lowing definition, phrase by phrase, de- 
ciding by vote, after discussion, whether 
it should be included in the definition, or 
whether it should be amended or the word- 
ing changed. 


The editor would be glad to have your definition 
as finally chosen. It would be best to write the 
definition on a blackboard as it appears below. 


A successful League does the following 
for its members: 

1. Deepens the spiritual life. 

2. Trains in prayer. 

3. Trains in public speech on religious 
questions. 

4, Trains for personal work in winning 
others to Christ. 

5. Induces daily Bible reading. 
6. Encourages the reading of worth- 
while literature. 

7. Binds together for Christian service 
in the community. 

8. Binds together for Christian service 
to the world. 

9. Binds together for service to the 
Church. 

10. Recruits for the ministry, the dia- 
conate and other full time service to the 
Church. 

11. Teaches the stewardship of life. 

12. Teaches the stewardship of posses- 
sions. 
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13. Instructs in missions. 

14, Vitalizes Christianity so that it 
touches the very life they live in school, 
in business, etc. 

15. Organizes efficiently to get things 
done. 

16. Centers the social life in the Church. 

17. Directs the power of the organization 
to whole-hearted cooperation with the 
youth of the Church at large in the L. L. 
of A. 

Now that we have settled on the defini- 
tion of success, we should go over the 
definition again to ask ourselves frankly 
whether OUR LEAGUE is a success. We 
might rate ourselves, Good, bad or fair. 


(By vote of the society decide which word to use 
after each phrase.) 


We have settled our standard of suc- 
cess and we have criticized our organiza- 
tion on this standard, the last question is— 
WHAT WILL WE DO ABOUT IT? 


(Once more go over the rating and where it is 
fair or bad, ask how it shall be made good? Keep 
a list of the suggestions and give them to the 
president for consideration in an executive com- 
mittee meeting.) 

(Close with several short prayers asking power 
from on high to the perfecting of your League.) 


Pe 
October 9, 1927 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 


HOW HELP YOUNGER BOYS AND 


GIRLS? 
John 21:15-17 
Mrs. A. J. Traver 


To Leaders—This topic as treated below presents 
some practical problems. Assign these in advance 
in order to stimulate discussion. 

Dr. Ewers says, ‘“‘The molding of child life is the 
supreme opportunity of the church.” 

We should consider helping younger boys and 
girls a privilege, not a duty. When we approach 
the subject from this point of view, we are amazed 
to find not only how much we can do for them but 
how much more they can do for us. 

In order to teach these juniors how to live the 
Christian life, we must live it ourselves. (Take 
time for free disscusion here about the things we 
would do differently if we realized fully how they 
ey be watching us for interpretations of Christian 
ife. 

Is a knowledge of the life of Christ necessary be- 
fore a Junior can understand Christianity?  (Dis- 
cuss this.) 

How many Senior Leaguers are teachers in Sun- 
day school? How many are actively interested in 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or similar organizations ? 

(Question for teachers: ‘Do you limit yourselves 
to explaining historical facts when you teach the Sun- 
day school lessons or do you ask the children to 
consider what Jesus would do if He were in their 
place? (What are some of the prob’ems the boys 
and girls of your town have to meet? What is 
Christ’s solution to them?) 

We want our younger boys and girls to develop 
physically and mentally as well as spiritually. How 
can Senior Leaguers help in these ways? 


SUGGESTIONS 
Sponsor their athletics. 
Assist in Junior Luther League or club 
activities which educate mentally. 
Plan a picnic, outing or social especially 
for the boys and girls. Show them you 
know how to be good pals. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


How can we help these younger folks 
to feel at home in the church? . 


Discuss this with your local church in mind. 
can the Luther League do about it? 


There is an increasing emphasis upon 
character education in the public school 
curriculum. Do you think the church has 
kept up with this trend? Let us list some 
attitudes which we should teach juniors. 


Trust in God. 
Happiness. 
Gratitude. 
Honor. 
Obedience. 
Courage. 
Sympathy. 
Friendliness. 
Loyalty. 
Self-control. 
Chivalry. 
Generosity. 
Helpfulness. 
Responsibility. 
Cooperation. > 


Leader—Have the League decide upon the order 
of importance of the traits. Write them on the 
blackboard. : 

Do you think our boys and girls are being taught 
all these elements of Christian character? What 
other ones would you add? What can you do to ~ 
help, not the pastor or someone else but you? ’ 

Let us close with prayer that we may not fail to 
show our boys and girls our God, a loving Father, a 
friendly helper, a sympathetic counsellor. May we ~ 
help them to know their Bibles that they may know 
Jesus as an elder brother. May we teach them by 
our example their duty to God and others. And 
may we be willing to be taught that we may teach 


others. =e 
October 16, 1927 


EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 


IN WHAT COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE 


CAN OUR LEAGUE SHARE? 

Acts 6:1-7 | 

To Leaders—October presents some very practi- | 
cal subjects. The intention is to stir your League — 
to a more progressive program this coming winter — 
than ever before. Keep this in mind in setting up — 
your program. Again this time the discussion ques- 
tions are in the body of the write-up. You can 


assign them to Leaguers some time before the meet- 
ing. : 


What | 


» 
, 
>. 


oy 


Topic 


Jesus was not so “other-worldly” as some 
of his followers. While his main service 
was to men’s souls, just stop to think how — 
many of his miracles were upon men’s 
bodies. 


_ See how many miracles the League can recall and 
list them on the blackboard marking “Body” or 
“Soul” after them. 


Certainly if the founder of Christianity 
was interested in the poor, the sick and the 
outcasts, Christianity today should be as 
surely interested. ? 


We 


THE EARLY CHURCH 


Our scripture lesson tells us that one of 
the very first interests of the new-born — 
Church was the relief of widows. In those 
days the states had not taken any measures 
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to relieve distress. There were not the 
innumerable institutions to care for those 
who have met life and have been con- 
quered. There were no widows’ pensions. 
The Church had an open field and took 
immediate steps to occupy it. It is too 
bad that the Church ever permitted the 
state to out-distance it in relief. The state 
eares for the needy as a duty or for the 
sake of self-protection. The Church cares 
for the needy for the love of Christ. It is 
too late to regain our lost opportunities. 
The next best that we can do is to take 
the love of Christ into the institutions. In- 
stitutional service is a present opportunity 
for the League. 
WHAT CAN We Do? 


Have a committee chosen at least two weeks 
ahead to survey all the institutions of mercy or 
punishment in your community. By community is 
meant a distance that will permit your League to 
serve. List all these institutions. Im a large city 


of course only the institutions in the immediate 
neighborhood could be covered. Have interviews 
_with the authorities in the institutions and ask 


what your League could do for their charges. First 
in the way of religious services; second, personal 
calls; third, entertainment; fourth, financial; fifth, 
equipment, Have the chairman of the committee 
ready to report at this time. Give a chance for 
discussion. Come to a conclusion as to some sort of 
institutional service that the League could render. 
PERSONAL SERVICE 

Have another committee to survey the oppor- 
tunities of personal service in the community. Let 
the committee consult with the pastor and with him 
go to the associated charities or some other char- 
ity organization in the town and ask what your 
League could do for some specific cases, perhaps 
a family or some children that could be cared for 
by the League. If you have a deaconess or parish 
worker, she will be able to direct in service. Dis- 
cuss the report of this committee and come to some 
conclusion. 

THE UNSAVED 

Have a third committee consult with the pastor 
as to personal evangelism. Perhaps you ought to 
have a class studying personal evangelism. Discuss 
that. “The Human Element in the Making of a 
Christian,’ by Conde, or some other text could be 
used for a few weeks’ course. Your pastor can 
give this committee pretty definite help in setting 
out on a program of personal service for Christ. 
Discuss the report. Come to some conclusion. 

THE LONELY 


The Leader can take this topic, discussing the 
need of making strangers welcome and perhaps 
discussing the need of a hospice for young folks if 
you are in a city. 


RECREATION 


Do the young folks of our town have nor- 
mal, healthy recreation? Or are they in- 
clined to be “fast”? The way to cure faults 
in recreation is by offering a positive pro- 
gram. ‘“Don’ts” will not be successful. Do 
our young folks have the opportunity they 
should have for recreation in safe places, 
under the influences of Christian people? 
Men who furnish amusements for money 


are not usually to be trusted to provide 


safe places for our young folks to enjoy 


their social life. 


Give time for discussion. 
LIVING 
Everything else we do will be for noth- 
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ing unless we are living as Christian young 
folks ought to live. The biggest thing our 
Luther League can do for this community 
is to so live that people will say, “They 
have been with Christ and learned of 
Him.” 

—yp— 

October '23, 1927. 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
“CARE FOR THE LABORERS IN THE 
MASTER’S VINEYARD” 

Luke 10:1-20; Acts 6:1-7; I John 3:14-24; Mal. 3:7-12. 
“Ministerial Pensions and the Coming 
Campaign” 

Edgar Grim Miller, D.D., Executive Secretary 
This is a last message from our friend Dr. Miller. 


His death was a grave loss to the Church. We young 


folks must work doubly hard to make this campaign 
a success. 


“For so isi the will of the Lord, that they 
who preach the Gospel shall live of the 
Gospel.” I Cor 1:14. 

“Whether one member suffereth, all the 
members suffer with it, or one member is 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 
I Cor. 12:26. 

Back of the pension is the essential char- 
acter of the church. Every Christian rec- 
ognizes the necessity of making the church 
effective for the welfare of the world as 
well as for the saving and the developing of 
the individual soul. Anything which will 
make the church more effective is not only 
worth while, but of the utmost importance. 

Essential to the Church is the Ministry.— 
Without an efficient ministry the church can 
not .do its best work. The work which the 
church must do in meeting present day con- 
ditions and combating the assaults which 
are being made on all which it holds most 
sacred, holds the greatest challenge possible 
for the highest talents of the men of the 
present generation. The church needs men 
who can be leaders, and who would be lead- 
ers in any business or profession which 
they might enter. It is no longer sufficient, 
if it ever was sufficient, for a minister to be 
a good preacher and able to attend to rou- 
tine duties of his office, trusting to a spotless 
character and sincere devotion to see him 
through. He must be a leader of men, and 
the church must call such men to its minis- 
try. Calling them, it must deal fairly with 
them. 

The Ministry Is a Life-Service.—It bars 
from other avenues to money-making 
and demands the devotion of every energy 
to the one essential thing. Influence is less- 
ened, if not entirely lost, when a minister 
reaches out into business to increase his in- 
come. He knows that he can never hope to 
accumulate a competence from salary alone, 
especially if there are children to educate. 
To the shame of the church be it said, sal- 
aries are usually gauged to barely meet the 
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necessary cost of living on the scale that 
the congregation demands its pastor shall 
maintain, but with no margin for saving. 
The church which ordains is in honor bound 
to provide for the man and his family for 
the whole period of his life, and to assure 
him that he and his shall never want, even 
“when he can no longer serve. ‘Hence the 
pension. 

Life-Provision is the Divinely Appointed 
‘ Plan.—It was established in the Church in 
the Wilderness when the Levites were 
assigned cities in each of the tribal terri- 
tories, but given no land of their own, and 
were supported for life from the tithes. It 
was carried into the New Dispensation 
when Paul declared that “So is the will of 
the Lord that they who preach the Gospel 
shall live of the Gospel.” 

It is the modern plan for efficiency in the 
Nation’s service and in Big Business.— 
Pensions are almost universal where life- 
service is involved—in the army and navy, 
in the railroads and all highly organized 
corporations. Pensions are given to all, 
from the highest executive to the last em- 
ploye; and the results make for efficiency. 
They make retirement possible when use- 
fulness begins to wane, without hardship or 
embarrassment, so maintaining and de- 
veloping the effectiveness of the organiza- 
tion. They add to the individual efficiency 
through the removal of worry, and make 
for loyalty and permanence of service. In 
all but the last two which are assured on 
the minister’s part, these benefits apply 
equally to the church. 

Care for aged and disabled ministers and 
their widows by the church in an organized 
way in America goes back over two hun- 
dred years. The Presbyterians were first 
to make such provision. It is just one hun- 
dred years since the Lutheran Church took 
the first steps in this direction. In 1827 
the General Synod, which was composed of 
synods later connected with all three of 
the now merged general bodies, began the 
movement which resulted in 1839 in the or- 
ganization of the Pastor’s Fund Society, 
which has had a continual existence ever 
since. This and all other early organiza- 
tions of the kind devoted their whole effort 
to the relieving of distress. They were 
purely charitable in their character. Some 
fifteen or twenty years ago the pension idea 
began to develop in various denominations, 
but when the Board of Ministerial Relief, 
as it was then called, was organized at the 
time of the merger, there was no thought of 
anything but the relief of the very needy, 
and the carrying on of the work already 
being done by the pastor’s fund of the Gen- 
eral Synod and by the individual work of 
some fourteen of the synods in the other 
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general bodies which had funds for such a 
purpose. 

The development of a well defined pen-— 
ston-plan was amazingly rapid when once © 
it was begun. The Episcopal Church was — 
the first to adopt and put into practice a 
definite pension, but they have been fol- 
lowed by practically every one of the large 
denominations. Almost $100,000,000 have 
been raised for this purpose in the past 
twenty years in addition to the immense 
sums already paid out. The Episcopal 
Church has assets of over $20,000,000 and 
is receiving over $1,000,000 in assessments 
every year. The Presbyterian Church has 
$7,000,000 and is in the midst of a success- 
ful campaign for $15,000,000 more. The 
Methodists (North) have $18,000,000 and 
will need several times that amount if they 
put their proposed new plan in operation. — 
The Baptists have $10,600,000. The Con- 
gregationalists about $9,000,000 and the 
Missouri Lutherans almost $3,000,000 for — 
relief alone. Every church has recognized 
the obligation and the need of providing 
for their ministers and their widows in dis- 
ability and age and all are busy with the — 
work of making adequate provision. 

The pension plan of the United Lutheran © 
Church was first suggested in the spring 
of 1919, when a generous layman offered to 
supply any deficit in the first year of its 
operation, if the Board would establish a 
pension dependent only on service. He was — 
told that it would cost him $35,000, but still 
he urged that it be begun. On Jan. 1, 1920, 
thes plan was put into operation, giving to © 
every retired clergyman over 65, who had 
served the church at least twenty years. 
The deficit at the end of the year amounted 
to over $32,000. The meeting of the United 
Lutheran Church at Washington in the fall — 
of 1920 made provision for the carrying on 
of the work through the apportionment and 
has been increasing the amount apportioned 
as the work has grown. Last year was the 
first year that the amount received from 
this source equalled the pension cost. 

The amount of pension is $300 per 
annum to retired ministers. Those who 
are mentally or physically disabled to the © 
extent of being unable to earn a livelihood, 
and who are in need, receive the same 
amount, with an allowance of $50 for each 
child under sixteen. Widows receive $200 
annually with the same allowance for chil- 
dren. All pensions are paid monthly in ad- 
vance. Applications must be made on regu- 
larly provided blanks. No questions are 
asked except as to service, age and retire- 
ment, except in cases of disability. This 
utterly inadequate pension must be in- 
creased from the income of the endowment — 
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to be raised in the coming campaign for 
$4,000,000. 

The church’s pride in its pension is on 
two counts, first, that it is a real pension, 
and goes to every one who serves. The 
second, that it is alike to all, making no dis- 
tinction on the basis of salaries received. 
In these two points it differs from the pen- 
sions of practically all other churches. 

The pensions of other churches are al- 
most without exception annuities bought 
for the individual pastor either by the pas- 
tor himself, his congregation, or by both. 
If the congregation for any reason refuses 
to pay, or the pastor feels unable, he loses 
the part of the pension that the missing 
assessments would have provided. The 
assessment is usually seven and one-half 
per cent. of the gross salary (counting a 
parsonage as fifteen per cent. in addition to 
the cash salary), and is paid by the con- 
gregation in addition to the salary. The 
minister himself, except in the Episcopal 
Church, where no clerical assessment is re- 
quired, usually pays two and one-half per 
cent. of his salary. The final pension, which 
will not be in full force until thirty-five 
years after the adoption of the plan, will be 
at least one-half of the average salary re- 
ceived during the entire period. The Epis- 
copal Church requires retirement before the 
pension is received. The Presbyterian 
Church plans to give the pension at the age 
of 65 regardless of retirement. The Epis- 
copal Church also gives a death benefit to 
the widow of $1,000. Widows’ pensions are 
regulated by the length of time the husband 
has served. A minimum and a maximum 
pension is usually established. It is to meet 
this minimum that the vast reserves which 
have been accumulated are necessary in or- 
der to provide pensions for those whose 
years of active service will not provide even 
a small part of what will be required. 
| One of the serious difficulties with these 
plans, except in the Episcopal Church where 
practically 100 per cent. of the parishes pay 
the assessments, is that there is always a 
large minority whose parishes refuse to 
meet the assessments and so leave their 
pastors without provision. Our own 
church has also felt that it was not willing 
to give to the men who had always held the 
better paying parishes larger pensions than 
it pays to the equally self-sacrificing men 
who have always served at inadequate pay. 

Pensions today need no defense——They 
have become an accepted thing in all great 
business enterprises, in one form or an- 
cther. We have progressed too far for a 
man to be discarded as we discard an old 
piece of machinery, and yet the time comes 
in business or in church when the interests 


of the work demand. that it be given over 
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to a younger man. Pensions are the way 
out. They pay in every way and are not 
maintained as a charity, but on the basis 
of sound business policy, bringing returns 
in dollars and cents in added efficiency. 

The work of the Board of Ministerial 
Pensions and Relief in its pension activities 
is on precisely the same basis as is the 
pension work of business. For that rea- 
son it is not to be classed among the “beney- 
olent agencies” of the church. Its mainte- 
nance is part of the general maintenance of 
the church,—just as salaries, the cost of 
conventions, publicity and all other things 
which are part of the expenses necessary to 
development and efficiency. 

Its activities do have a benevolent side 
in the relief work which is necessary to 
supplement the pensions of those who are 
actually in need. The church makes no 
provision for this, and contributions to 
make it possible are solicited, particularly 
at Christmas, from individuals and congre- 
gations. These have enabled it to come to 
the aid of the needy and have brought bless- 
ing into the many hearts. 

The coming campaign is to enable the 
Board to double the present pensions. The 
amount asked, which is small in compari- 
son with that raised by other churches, will, 
it is thought, enable the accomplishment of 
this. The entire amount will go into the 
endowment, and only the income be used. 
To raise it every one will have to do his 
utmost, first in “selling” the idea of pen- 
sions to every member of the church, and 
then in giving, as Bishop Lawrence says 
their people gave, “Not to make up a defi- 
nite sum, but to support a good cause, and 
no figure was too big to pension the par- 
son and his widow!” 

The success of the campaign will depend 
upon the selling of the idea of the need and 
obligation for caring for the veterans of 
the church, and that upon the realization 
of the church’s unity. No one can be con- 
tent with the prosperity of his own con- 
gregation and the fact that it is properly 
caring for its own pastor. The church is 
greater than the congregation, and “if one 
member suffer all the members suffer with 
it. If one member is honored, all the mem- 
bers rejoice with it.” It is the cause of 
Christ and His Kingdom with which we 
are concerned, and the proper provision for 
those whom the church calls to be its lead- 
ers and teachers is the concern of all. It 
is the broad vision and the broad recog- 
nition of responsibility and opportunity 
which are needed to put the work across. 
There is no question about the outcome. 
Pray for it! Talk of it! Work for it! 
Give to it of yourself and your means, 
“each according to his several ability.” 
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October 30, 1927 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
WHAT PROTESTANTISM HAS 
MEANT TO THE WORLD 


Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 3:23-29 


Suggestions to Leaders—The Leader who can en- 
gage the young people in a thoughtful discussion is 
the successful leader. The Topic Booklet gives a 
number of subjects for a discussion period in con- 
nection with this program. Try using some of them. 
The various points brought out in the program as 
presented in the REVIEW may be illustrated with 
posters. Number 1 should have a poster with an 
open Bible or with a drawing or a cut out of a 
stack of Bibles with appropriate wording. 


Leader—October 31st was the date on 
which Martin Luther, Master of Arts and 
of Sacred Theology, invited the faculty of 
the University of Wittenberg and others 
to a Disputation concerning Penitence and 
Indulgences. As was customary in those 
days, he expressed his own views in the 
form of Ninety-five Theses which he posted 
on the door of the Castle Church of the 
city. 

The Theses treat directly of Christian 
life with which Luther came into contact 
in hearing confessions and by observing 
the attitude of the Church of his day to- 
ward sin and its remission. While the 
roots of some of his later convictions can 
be dug up from amongst the statements, 
the conclusions he affirmed and offered to 
defend are far from the principles that 
were drafted into the Catechisms twelve 
years later and into the Augsburg Confes- 
sion in 1530. ‘His objective—“in the de- 
sire and with the purpose of elucidating 
the truth’—is, however, unchanged. 

What he did was to strike boldly at 
the evil he then clearly discerned. It was 
an evil which he encountered in his daily 
work in Wittenberg. To conquer its de- 
generating influence on the faith of souls 
for whose peace with God he was respon- 
sible, he not only arrayed his own gifts 
from God, his learning, his rights as a 
priest of the Church and his position as a 
Professor in the University, but he sought 
such assurances as might come from his 
contemporaries, friends and _ foes.”—The 
Lutheran. 

October 81 is the birthday of Protestant- 
ism. While it is celebrated in our own 
Church in a very special way, it is a day 
that does not belong exclusively to the 
Lutheran Church. It belongs to Protest- 
ants all over the world. Our own Church 
was first called Protestant because Martin 
Luther as its founder protested against the 
many evils that had taken hold of the 
Church at that time and had turned it from 
the Catholic or Universal Church into the 
Roman Catholic Church, with the Pope as 
its head. 

Let us study some of the results of Prot- 
estantism. 
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No. 1. One of the most frequent adver 
tisements is the advertisement of Bibl 
Our book stores call attention to the fa t 
that they have Bibles for sale. Even our 
drug stores include Bibles in their list 
salable articles. Our church boards se 
around over the country young men whose 
office it is to sell Bibles. We go into hotels, 
large and small, and find Bibles placed in 
every room for the use of guests. The 
first gift that our missionaries want to 
take to the non-Christian world is the 
Bible. Before the birthday of Protestant 
ism, there was not an open Bible. There 
were Bibles for the exclusive use of the 
priests; but the people did not have the 
opportunity to realize the joy and help 
that have come to the many thousands of 
people who have read the Bible for them- 
selves. An open Bible then is what Prot- 
estantism has meant to the world—a Bible 
for all of the world. 

No. 2. Before the birthday of Protes 
antism, Martin Luther, with his mistaken” 
idea, hoped to be justified by climbing up 
the stone stairs on his knees—a process 
which was painful as well as useless. To- 
day the fakir who knows not Protestantism 
hopes to obtain justification by sitting on) 
beds of spikes. Punditai Ramabai of In 
dia, an earnest seeker after truth, though 
that she could obtain justification by visit- 
ing many different shrines. She suffered 
loss of property as well as many hardship: 
in her search after peace. The Bibl 
which, though chained, became open 
Luther revealed to him that justificatio 
comes, not by climbing stone stairs on th 
knees, not by doing penance or paying in 
dulgences, but that “by grace ye are sav 
through faith.” Punditai Ramabai learn 
the same thing and found peace. Some 
the fakirs of India are learning the sam 
thing. Many of the mothers of India a 
learned that God is not appeased whe 
they throw their babies into the Ganges. 
The Reformation brought the knowled 
of justification by faith, and this knowl- 
edge is bringing peace to all nations. 3 

No. 3. Before the Reformation the Pope 
assumed all authority in deciding the re- 
ligious beliefs not only for himself, but for 
all of those who were his supposed sub- 
jects. When Martin Luther dared to sa 
that the Pope could be wrong, there was” 
great consternation. Luther’s friend 
warned him and pled with him; his ene- 
mies threatened him; but he continued to 
say that the Pope’s power in the Church | 
was a matter of human, not of divine righ 
And as a result of Luther’s boldness, th 
Protestant world knows of the univers 
priesthood of all believers, and that ever 
individual should be guided by the Wor 
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of God and not by the Pope, and is con- 
scious also of the right of private judg- 
ment. 

No. 4. All over the world school systems 
are being enlarged. Schools and colleges 
are being built. In the United States the 
list of. public schools, of church schools, of 
colleges and universities is growing rap- 
idly. Every boy and girl in the United 
States is offered the opportunity to attend 
school. Before the birthday of Protestant- 
ism, an educated people was not a national 
ideal. So completely was the state under 
the control of the church that the only edu- 
cational ideal was an “educated priest- 
hood.” It was not the desire of the Pope 
that the people should be informed. Dr. 
Fry says, “the principle of Protestantism 
is the general. enlightenment of the people. 
Every public school system on earth is the 
gift of the Reformation. How much would 
North America take for it?” 

OTHER RESULTS OF THE 
REFORMATION 


Suggested by Dr. Fry’s “The World’s Debt to the 
Reformation”. 


Civil and Religious Liberty. 

The People’s Part in Public Worship. 

An Unmutilated Sacrament. 

Protestant Parsonages. 

Christian Hymns. 

THE STORY OF THE NINETY-FIVE 
THESES 

Told by Dr. Charles M. Jacobs. 

“The occasion of them was the sale in 
Germany of an indulgence for the build- 
ing of St. Peter’s Church in Rome. It 
granted complete remission of penalties, in 
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this world and the next, to all who would 
confess their sins and make a suitable con- 
tribution to the building fund of St. Peter’s; 
the same indulgence could be had by souls 
in purgatory if the living would make the 
contribution for them. One-half of the 
proceeds went to the newly elected arch- 
bishop of Mayence to help pay the fees 
owed to the Pope for confirming his elec- 
tion, the other half went to the fiscal 
agents of the Pope. To ensure the largest 
possible returns, the archbishop had en- 
listed the services of John Tetzel, a Domini- 
ean friar and an expert indulgence seller. 
He had prepared a pamphlet of instruc- 
tions to local agents, and a copy of it had 
fallen into Luther’s hands. It revealed an 
out-and-out sale of spiritual gifts. The 
preachers were instructed to make the 
people see how easy it was to obtain salva- 
tion. They could have forgiveness of sins 
and entire release from the fear of a fu- 
ture purgatory merely by confessing the 
sins and placing an offering in the con- 
tribution box. Luther’s theses were writ- 
ten in deep indignation. They were an 
attack upon the whole traffic. He declared 
that the indulgence sellers were mislead- 
ing the people and degrading the gospel 
by making it a means of gain, and that the 
only indulgences which the pope could grant 
were the remission of penalties which the 
Church itself had imposed.” 


THE GREATEST MOMENT IN 
MODERN HISTORY 


By Mrs. E. C. Cronk 


One of the leaflets recommended for use in coh- 
nection with the missionary programs. 


| Intermediate ‘Topics 


October 2, 1927 


THE ADVANTAGES OF WORKING 
TOGETHER 
Scriptures—I Cor. 3:7-10 


THE SCRIPTURES 


Quarreling and strife were threatening 
to rend the Corinthian Church. Paul and 
Apollos had been made leaders of two 
parties. Paul in writing about their trou- 
ble tells them that neither Apollos nor him- 
self are of any real importance. They 
were like two gardeners, one who did the 
planting and the other did the watering, 
put neither of them had anything to do 
with the mystery of the life by which the 
plants grew. That was God’s work. So 


what was the use of fighting as to which of 


the two, Apollos or Paul, was the greater? 

Paul then points out that both Apollos 
and himself are partners because they are 
in the same work. Though united in oper- 
ation, they are separate in responsibility 
and activity. Each is responsible for his 
peculiar work, and each has a different 
work to do. The one great cord which binds 
them together is that they have been taken 
into partnership with God, for they are 
“laborers together with God.” This is a 
partnership of co-operation in which all 
three are one. Wherever men and women, 
boys and girls are thinking God’s thoughts 
and trying to do His will this is true. There 
must be a working together with God and 
one with another if anything is to be ac- 
complished. 
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Ture ADVANTAGES OF WORKING TOGETHER 


First, the advantages of working with 
Christ. Does not the thought of working 
with Christ suggest the kind of work as 
well as the way of doing that work? We 
know what Christ’s work was, and the path 
in which His work led Him, also the man- 
ner and method in which He worked. His 
motive was always love. His method was 
gentle and kind though firm. There was no 
middle ground for Him. His work led Him 
through much sacrifice and suffering and 
even disappointment at times. A fellow- 
worker of Christ will surely never be sel- 
fish or lazy. The advantages then of work- 
ing with Christ; (1) we are sure that we 
are doing the right thing. (2) We are sure 
of His guidance in all of our work. (3) 
We are assured of strength to do the work. 
(4) We are assured of His presence and 
also of His blessing upon our efforts. 

The advantages of working one with an- 
other as fellow-workers with God; we all 
have different gifts according as God has 
blessed each. Bringing these gifts to- 
gether in co-operation is like developing a 
strong healthy body. In its health there is 
strength for every member to function. The 
eye sees aright, the ear hears aright, etc. 
They are all a help to each other. By their 
co-operation their usefulness is increased. 
And so in the Church or League. Working 
together means: (1) a strong healthy 
League; (2) an increased usefulness to 
the church and to Christ; (3) getting more 
things done, and advancing God’s Kingdom 
more rapidly. 


Let Us ALL PULL TOGETHER 


Forget any petty differences and work 
together. Remember God has honored you 
all by making you fellow-workers with Him. 
If you can not and will not pull together 
here on earth, what are you going to do 
in heaven? Remember, the fact that you 
do not like some one will not keep them 
out of heaven. 

—eh— 

October 9, 1927 
READING THE BIBLE TO KNOW 
GOD 
II Timothy 3$:14-17 

To know God has been the quest of the 
ages. From the earliest times to the pres- 
ent day the great desire of man has been 
to know what sort of Being God really is. 

Some primitive races of men _ picture 
God as a great Spirit hovering over all, 
watching every move that man makes, and 
punishing and avenging every wrong by 
use of the forces of nature. To such people 
God is a terrible being greatly to be feared. 
Their chief aim in religion is to appease 
the wrath and win the favor of their terrible 
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God and so avert suffering and disaster. 

Other primitive people picture God as 
a large man with all the virtues, vices, 
passions and weaknesses of men, but in a 
greater degree. This god is as imperfect 
as his worshippers. He differs from them 
only in his greater strength and ability. 
Such a god is terrible, and it is utterly im-_ 
possible for the worshippers to continue in” 
his favor or learn to know and love him. 4 

But God, whom we know and worship, is— 
neither an avenging spirit nor a super-man. 
He has none of man’s weaknesses. He is 
the Perfect Being, perfect in mercy and 
love as well as in justice. Our God, who 
is a loving Father, was first revealed to 
us by His prophets and later by His Son. 

In the Bible alone we find God pictured 
as He really is. There He is shown to us 
as a merciful Father (Luke 6:36), who is 
willing to forgive all our sins. He is re- 
vealed to us as love personified (John 4:8), 
and this loving Father is willing to go to 
any depths to save His earthly children 
(John 3:16). 

We hear of God through our parents and 
our teachers and our ministers. But to” 
know God ourselves is much better than just 
to hear about Him. God wants us all to 
know Him personally and trust Him. So 
He has given us the Bible so that we may — 
learn of Him and His love for us. We can-— 
not truly know God if we neglect His Word. 
Therefore we should read our Bible, not only — 
now and then or a passage here and there, 
but regularly and earnestly seeking the 
truth. : 

There is a story of a little Japanese boy 
who learned how to use the Bible to know 
God. He was given a Bible as a gift, and 
he says, “From the next day I used to pray — 
to God first, ‘Pray let me understand Thy — 
Holy Book.’ And I read it every morning — 
and night. First I started the New Testa-_ 
ments, but many references were on the 
edges of each page. They all were quoted to 
the Old Testament. I thought it was bet-— 
ter to read from the very beginning of 
Genesis. So I did.” (Yoshio Markino, in ~ 
“When I Was a Child,” p. 83.) ’ 

It is sad that all of us are not as much 
in earnest as that Japanese boy, and that — 
we do not read our Bibles as thoroughly and — 
as eagerly as he did. 

We do not truly value the Bible and seek 
to know God. Sometimes we read and learn 
verses of the Bible, and that is a good 
practice, but we should do more than that. 
We should seek to know the meaning of 
the passages we read and the message they — 
have for us. Let us begin now to read the 
Bible each day, prayerfully, asking God to 
ae Himself to us through His Holy 

ook, 
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October 16th, 1927 


HOW CAN WE IMPROVE OUR 
CHRISTIAN LIFE? 
Phil. 4:8 


Suggestion to Leaders—Have members af the 
League find other lists of Christian qualities in St. 
Paul’s Epistles. Compare them with the list in this 
passage. 


The Apostle Paul was a very practical 
‘man. In all the letters he wrote to the 
churches his aim was not to.expound theol- 
ogy, but to get people into ways of right 
thinking and right living. If Christians 
needed advice on any particular point, or 
if there was any difficulty in church life 
to be settled, he spoke of that and then 
usually went on to lay down general prin- 
ciples suggested by the particular case 
which he had in mind. One of his favorite 
ways of doing this was to suggest a num- 
ber of the fine Christian virtues as objects 
of attainment in daily living. Today’s les- 
son is such a list. 

We know that our bodies grow strong by 
exercise. Many a weakly child has grown 
into fine robust manhood or womanhood 
through proper, regular and consistent ex- 
ercise. It is the same with our minds. One 
of the chief objects (if not indeed the most 
important of all) in our going to school and 
trying to master subjects which are not the 
most interesting, is that our intellect may 
be exercised. When we go on to think of 
the spiritual side of our lives, we find the 
same general law holds good. We become 
better Christians, more sincere followers of 
Jesus Christ, of larger use to the world, by 
working at our religion. Not by knowing, 
but by practice, do we develop. (Matt. 
WiL6, 17.) 

We must be specific, too. If we set our 
minds on just one outstanding quality of 
a wholesome Christian life and work hard 
to attain efficiency in it, that is far better 
than having all kinds of fine ideals floating 
around in our heads without making any 
efforts to put them into practice. St. Paul’s 
way was to fix his mind on some one thing 
he wanted to be or to do, and then push on 
toward the attainment of it. Look at the 
ideals that are mentioned here as objects of 
the Christian’s striving. 

1. Truth. The Christian must think of 
the things that are true. To be true means 
to be truth-speaking. A Christian’s word 
ought to be dependable. Men get a very 
poor idea of our religion if what we say can- 
not be relied on. But back of truth-speaking 
there is truth-being. Sincerity of character 
is the important thing. Everybody hates a 
hypocrite, most of all a religious hypocrite. 

2. Honesty. The Christian must pay at- 
tention to the things that are serious. (St. 
Paul means by the word “honest” the seri- 
ous purpose and the downright self-respect 
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that belong to following Jesus.) (1 Tim. 
3:8, 11) (Titus 2:2). The Christian life 
is a serious business and the self-respecting 
Christian must realize that. While there 
is no call for us to be mournful about our 
religion, no necessity for us to go about 
with long faces, we must remember that no 
disciple of Jesus can be frivolous altogether. 

3. Justice. The Christian must observe 
his conduct so far as other people and his 
relations to them are concerned. All of 
us have duties as members of our family 
life, as students, as friends, and so on. To 
be just means that we keep thinking of 
others and what we owe them in the way 
of service and obligation. No real Christian 
ean think of trying to escape being abso- 
lutely on the level so far as all his relations 
with other folks are concerned. 

4, Purity. The Christian must try to 
achieve pure thoughts and a pure life. 
(Matt. 5:8) (1 John 3:3). Evil of any kind 
in the heart shuts out God. We can be 
thankful that we live in a time when people 
have come to see that physical and mental 
and spiritual strength are possible only as 
we get rid of what is low and unworthy in 
our lives. 

5. Loveliness. The Christian must remind 
himself of his duty to be pleasing and ami- 
able. (This is what St. Paul means by 
“lovely.”) (1 Pet. 3:8.) The way we do 
things is important, too. It is possible to 
be sincere and true and still be very un- 
attractive. Folks are not drawn to be dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ by a sour and un- 
gracious attitude on our part. They have 
a right to think that if Christianity is a 
good thing it ought to make us pleasing to 
others. So we must give heed to the man- 
ner as well as to the matter of our lives. 

6. Good report. The Christian must note 
especially the value of kindly and courteous 
speech. One of the finest ways in which a 
sincere character and a true life are shown 
to others is through our words. We can 
think of the Christian life as a vigorous 
plant, with its roots going down deep into 
the love of God, with its stem growing 
straight and strong in his grace, and the 
whole crowned by the flower of the things 
that are of “good report”—gentle and kindly 
speech, 

These, then, are the things for which we 
must strive if we want our Christian lives 
to grow, and to be real, and to be worthy 
of praise. Of course, we are not to try to 
be and to do what is right just to gain the 
praise of others. God knows and appre- 
ciates what is right in us whether men do 
or not. But there are qualities in human 
life which are worthy of praise, and it is 
proper for us to try to live so that we will 
be worthy of the praise which men give 
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to good and sincere lives. There is no sel- 
fishness in that. 
—y— 
October 23, 1927 
CAREFULNESS IN SPEECH 
Matt. 12 :33-37 

One of the best warning signs for youth 
is this: “Think before speaking.” David in 
Ps. 39:1 puts the same thought in these 
words: “I will keep my mouth with a 
bridle.’ As a bridle is needed to lead an 
animal, so a thinking cap is needed to a 
proper directing of the tongue. Let us 
then put on our thinking caps to learn les- 
sons this hour that, if heeded, will save us 
a lot of shame and sorrow, and keep us 
out of many difficulties. 

First be careful to speak the truth at all 
times. “Lying lips are an abomination to 
the Lord.” Then, too, “a lying tongue is 
but for the moment.” Instead of getting 
ourselves out of trouble by lying we pull 
ourselves in deeper, which condition always 
ealls for more lies. Better to speak the 
truth and have a clear and clean conscience 
than to tell lies and be compelled to live 
with a tormenting conscience. Better to 
suffer for the truth than to live under the 
false protection of untruths. 

Secondly, heed the sin of the tongue men- 
tioned in Ps. 12:3. Be a booster, not a 
boaster. Boost the good things of your 
character and worth by a shut-mouth; for 
in boasting about them you blow conceit 
into the ears of your companions and cause 
them to dislike you. Being a boaster may 
get you into the same fix as Theudas in- 
vited himself as set forth in Acts 5:36. 

Thirdly: guard against flattery. Read 
Ps. 86:2, 5:9; Prov. 20:19. Now figure out 
where a flatterer stands. He stands in his 
own light. Flattery of self and of others 
is a cheap pastime. Some forms of flat- 
tery to guard against are: good looks; fine 
dress; accomplishments; possessions; what 
others say nice about us; etec., also guard 
against flattering others. |Be frank, be 
open, be honest, be modest—but be not a 
sugar and honey slinger. 

Fourthly, be heedful of false promises. 
Try to do as you promise and be not satis- 
fied with your effort until you have put forth 
your uttermost. Neh. 5:12 is worth read- 
ing and explaining here. Especially do not 
say, “Yes,” when you mean “No,” or visa 
versa. Here again be honest with yourself 
and others. An honest “No’’ is better than 
a false “Yes.” If -you say you will do a 
thing, do it. Guard against promising too 
much. Don’t sing, “I’ll go where you want 
me to go, dear Lord, etc.,” and then act a 
coward when the Lord calls you to be a 
minister or a deaconess. 

Fifthly, obey the second commandment. 
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Neither speak lightly or irreverently of th 
name of God, nor take His name in vai 
Rebuke wisely, whenever possible, those w 
do. 
Finally consider the outcome of “Thin 
ing before speaking,” as set forth in th 
second part of Prov. 12:18. Then think 
the noble friends you make through good 
speaking. Above all consider the truth as 
it is in Jesus and how pleasant a thing it 
is to abide with Him in truth. Conside 
the honesty of Christ’s words to his dis- 
ciples in Matt. 8:20; to the rich man im 
Matt. 19:21; to the learned man in John 
3:6; to the wicked woman in John 4:17-18, 
and to the mob in John 18:4-5. : 
et . 
October 30, 1927 
WHAT HAPPENED IN 1527 ‘ 
Rom, 1:8-17 
Let us center our attention for a moment 
on the meaning of our Scripture lesson, 
Rom. 1:8-17. It tells us of Paul prayin 
for people whom he had never seen b 
whom he wanted and expected to see. When 
he met them he desired both to help them 
along in the Christian life and to be helped. 
He admitted he was a debtor to everybody 
else because of the great blessing that had 
come into his life through Jesus Christ. 
This blessing was made possible to him ang 
is made possible to all others through 
simple faith in Jesus Christ for through 
this faith God is able to acquit us of a 
guilt for sin. 
What we note above is always true of 
the true Christian spirit. It is interes 
in others both in prayer and service. I 
always knows its great debt to God. It 
just must pass on this wonderful knowledge 
to others. Thus it was with what we call 
the Protestant Reformation which bega 
in Germany. The understanding of the 
Bible as the Lutherans held it could not 
limited to Germany. It passed far out be- 
yond the bounds of Germany. The brief 
powerful Lutheran Bible principle which i 
“the just shall live by faith” traveled o 
far and wide. ; 
In discussing “What Happened in 1527” 
we are taken to another land than Ger 
many—to another great Lutheran land 
Sweden. In 1527 the Reformation was rec- 
ognized in Sweden—Christian faith as held 
by Lutherans was in that year there first 
expressed. 
In 1527 Gustavus was King of Sweden. 
He was Sweden’s Washington. The coun- 
try, however, was in a serious condition both 
from a religious and financial condition. 
Seven-twelfths of the land was tax-free, 
leaving the burden of taxation resting upon 
the farmer and burgher classes. This 
failed to yield needed income and _ beside 
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made the lot too heavy for those who paid 
taxes. The Roman Catholic Church, tax- 
free, owned one-fourth of the land and its 
very wealth interfered with its religious 
teachings. 

Gustavus Vasa summoned .a convention 
known. as the Diet of Westeras to correct 
these abuses. The religious situation in- 
terested him especially because he had come 
to know the Lutheran doctrine through two 
consecrated ministers, Lars Peterson and 
Olaf Peterson. 

Two men faced each other in the memor- 
able First Day of the Convention. Bishop 
Hans Brack, representing the Roman Cath- 
olic Church insisted that the church prop- 
erty neither could be given up or taxed 
without the authority of the Pope. The 
King pleaded for justice and needed income. 
Finding his efforts of no avail, he an- 
nounced, “I will no longer be your king. It 
is my wish that ye choose in my stead any 
man that seemeth good to you.” He left 
the hall in tears. 

The second day was one of great discord 
and confusion. 

By the third day, however, the burghers 
and the farmers, Roman Catholics though 
they were in large numbers, sided with the 
king. Delegations, too, of the tax-free no- 
bility begged the king to reconsider his 
decision. Peder Galle, defending the Roman 
Catholic Church, and Olaf Peterson, the 
new Lutheran truth, entered into a lengthy 
discussion which resulted in the Conven- 
tion’s decision that “the Lutheran doctrine 
was no false one but rather it declared the 
pure truth of God’s Word.” 

Accordingly on the fourth day, June 21, 
1527, the Convention went on record de- 
manding all property of the Roman Catholic 
Church not needed for religious purposes to 
be given back to heirs of former owners. 
This resulted in twelve thousand estates re- 
leased to public use and many convents 
were changed into hospitals, asylums, poor- 
houses, and homes for the aged. The 


greater action, however, was the recogni-_ 


tion of the Lutheran faith as teaching the 
pure Word of God. With this decision the 
larger proportion of the clergy gave up 
Catholicism and accepted the gospel system 
of the Reformation as proclaimed by Luther. 
Lutheran Sweden was a fact. 


ANOTHER HAPPENING OF 1527 


The most famous hymn in the Christian 
Church is “Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress.” 
It is thought that he composed this in L527 
Today it is in 168 translated forms. It 
has a remarkable history of inspiration. 


Tur Two 1527 HAPPENINGS UNITED 


In the years 1631-32 Lutheranism in 
Europe faced a great crisis. It was on the 
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verge of destruction because of powerful 
Catholic opposition that resorted to the force 
of arms. Intermediates who study history 
know something about the Thirty Years’ 
War. The hero who rescued Lutheranism 
from that destruction was a King of 
Sweden, the renowned Gustavus Adolphus. 
He and his Swedish armies faced the hosts 
of Catholic troops in two critical battles. 
Prior to each of these Gustavus Adolphus 
and his soldiers after prayer sang “The 
Mighty Fortress.” Victories followed and 
Protestantism was saved. Thus we see how 
two events occurring in different sections of 
Europe the same year—The Diet of West- 
eras and Luther composing his “Mighty 
Fortress” hymn—aided one another a cen- 
tury later in furthering the onward march 
of God’s Kingdom. Sweden in accord with 
Rom. 1:15 thus paid some of its debt to 
Germany. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Have someone appointed to report on the 
strength of the Swedish Lutheran Church 
in the world today and especially in the 
United States. 

The hymn “The Mighty Fortress” was 
composed by Luther based upon the forty- 
sixth psalm. Assign the first stanza of this 
psalm to one or more persons to memorize, 
the second stanza to others, and the third 
and on to others. Each person or group 
thus will memorize one stanza. Have en- 
tire psalm then recited stanza by stanza. 
Do the same with each verse of Luther’s 
hymn. 


REVIEW 


On the characters figuring in the hap- 
penings of 1527. 

Recall the day by day events of the Diet 
of Westeras. 

The conclusion reached by the Diet. 

The effect of Westeras. 

The meeting of the two noted events of 
1527. 

The relation of the Scripture lesson to 
the topic. 

PROJECT 


What would be a good application of the 
entire lesson? 


—yp— 


“Doctah,” asked a lady of color, “Ah’s 
come to see ef yo’? am gwine order Rastus 
one o’ dem mustard plasters a’gin today?” 

“T think perhaps he had better have one 
more,” answered the medico. 

“Well, he says to ax yo’ kin he have a 
slice o’ham wid it, ’count of it’s a mighty 
pow’ful perscription to take alone.” —A meri- 
can Legion Weekly, 
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October 2, 1927 


VISITING WATAUGA 
Jane Gilbert 


Aim—To meet Miss Jeffcoat, Parish Worker in 
Watauga Mission, and to promote friendship between 
the girls and boys of the Southern Mountains and 
the girls and boys of other sections of the Church. 

Preparation—Make a poster decorated with an 
advertisement picture of an automobile climbing a 
hill. Letter the topic ‘Visiting Watauga with Miss 
Jeffcoat.’’ Invitations may be double folds of brown 
or yellow paper, cut in shape of leaf, invitation 
written on inside. Distribute references for Bible 
lesson. Assign ‘“‘Ask Me Another” questions. 


Hymn—‘F ling Out the Banner.” 

Bible Lesson—Mountains of the Bible 
or 121st Psalm. (Order from Literature 
Headquarters, 723 Muhlenberg Bldg., Phila- 
delphia, Pa.) 

Prayer—(By leader) Dear Father, let us 
remember today how Jesus went often upon 
the mountain side to teach and to pray. 
May we not forget that we can teach by 
the way we act as well as in words. We 
thank Thee that boys and girls all over 
this country are meeting together to learn 
to help each other, and to send Thy Word 
to people in other lands who have not yet 
been taught about Jesus and His love. May 
we learn every day how to please Thee. 
(Close with Lord’s Prayer.) 

Leader—Where is Watauga Parish? 
(Show location on map.) Let us remember 
some of the things we have heard about our 
churches in the mountains of North Caro- 
lina. We want to know Miss Jeffcoat, the 
Parish Worker at Watauga, better. (Show 
Miss Jeffcoat’s picture, in Lutheran Boys 
and Girls, October 1st.) We will ask some 
questions and see what we know about the 
place we will visit today. 


“Ask Me Another” Questions. (See be- 
low.) 
Leader—As Miss Jeffcoat’s automobile 


climbs the steep mountain roads she visits 
many friends beside the children. One of 
them is “Uncle Marcus.” Miss Jeffcoat has 
an interesting story to tell about him. 

Story—Keeping Faith Afire on the Moun- 
tains. (Lutheran Boys and Girls, Septem- 
ber 24.) 

Handwork—If{ special plans are to be 
made for a Thank-Offering meeting or other 
coming occasion, invitations may be made at 
this time. 

Hymn—To be chosen by the group. 

Closing Benediction—The Mizpah Bene- 
diction. 

“Ask Me Another’ Questions: 

1. Where is the Watauga Mission? 


2. Is there more than one church in tha 
parish? 

3. Why are next-door neighbors far awa 
in the mountains? 

4, What does Miss Jeffcoat do? ‘ 

5. Where does Miss Jeffcoat live? z 

6. To what school do older girls and boys — 
of Watauga go? 

(Answers found in Lutheran Boys and 
Girls, September 24th and October 1st.) 

Prepared under the auspices of the Light 
Brigade Department, The Women’s Mission- 
ary Society. ; 

— y= 
October 9, 1927 
PAUL’S SECOND JOURNEY 4 
(Bible Topic) 
Miss Laura Wade Rice _ 
(Have a good map and use it.) 

Leader—It is a good thing to have a home 
to go to. After Paul and Barnabas had 
taken their first missionary journey and 
had visited Jerusalem they went home for 
a while. Which way shall we look to find 
that home? 

Junior—Head the aeroplane up to the 
northeast. Take the field glasses—do you, 
see Antioch? That was where Paul had 
taught and Barnabas too, and where the 
Holy Spirit had chosen them to be mis- 
sionaries. 

Leader—They are staying home “some 
days.” One day they were talking together. 
Hear Paul say, “Barnabas, don’t you think 
it is time to go back and look after those 
people who became Christians? They are 
just like babies learning to walk. They may 
make mistakes and hurt their souls if no 
one is there to help them.” And Barnabas” 
said, “Yes, I think we had better go be 
them. “ 

Junior—John Mark had been with ae 
on the first trip and had grown tired and 
gone home. Paul did not want to take him 
again, but Barnabas did. So Paul took Silas 
and Barnabas and Mark and went to 
Cyprus. 

Leader—See—Paul is going back to Derbe 
and Lystra. Why—he doesn’t seem afraid 
—even though they had stoned him in 
Lystra. Paul didn’t mind what happened 
to him, only so he could preach about 
Jesus. 

Junior—It was here at Lystra that boy 
lived name Timothy, who was so proud to 
be Paul’s boy friend. See—he’s a tall 
young fellow now. Listen, to all the peo 
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telling Paul what a fine young Christian he 
is. Paul thinks he will make a good mis- 
Slonary—so he is taking him along. 
_ Leader—Timothy was Paul’s favorite of 
all his helpers. Paul trusted him and he 
did a great work for God. Paul wrote two 
letters to him. He called him “my son 
Timothy” and bade him “endure hardness 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
Junior—See how our aeroplane is sweep- 


ing to the northwest as we follow the mis-. 


sionaries. I wish we could give them a lift. 
It must be pretty hard to travel so far on 
foot—robbers are getting after them too 
on the lonely mountain roads. Now they 
stop at Iconium, where Paul was persecuted 
—then on to the other Antioch—further 
west. Now we are going to the northeast 
as they stop at towns and little cities, and 
everywhere Paul tells the wonderful story 
of Jesus’ coming to die to save men. 
Leader—And now away, away to the west 
till we come to the sea coast. Paul has gone 
to bed tired out. Next morning he tells his 
friends something that happened in the 


night. 
Junior—Reads Octs 16:6-11. Who is it 
says: “We?” It sounds like the one who 


is writing the story. 

Leader—lIt is. Luke, who wrote the third 
Gospel, and told the story of the angels and 
the shepherds, a doctor, joined Paul at 
Troas. Now they are in the boat, going 
across to Macedonia and start off to Neap- 
olis. 

Junior—Reads Acts 16:12-24. 

Junior—Reads Acts 16:25-34. 

Junior—Reads Acts 16:35-40. 

Leader—He preached at Athens on Mars 
Hill. (Show picture.) For a year and a 
half he stays at Corinth, where he works 
with Aquilla and Priscilla at his trade of 
tent making. He preaches on the Sabbath 
and earns his living on the other days. He 
makes other visits to cities and towns, 

preaching everywhere, and at last goes back 
to Jerusalem and then home to Antioch 
again. 

Sing “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

— yp 
October 16, 1927 
WHAT IS THE LUTHER LEAGUE? 


(Luther League Topic) 

Use the Luther League Rally Hymn. 

Decorate with the Luther League colors— 
black, red, white, blue and gold. 

If possible have the Junior Secretary of 
the District, or some Senior Leaguer, pres- 
ent to speak to the Juniors. 

Use the following: 


CATECHISM ON THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


What is the Luther League? , 
The Luther League of America is the 
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young people’s organization of our United 
Lutheran Church in America. 

What is its purpose? 

To teach the young people about our 
Church and put them at work in the Church. 

‘When was it started? 

In New York City in 1895. 

Who was the first General Secretary? 

The Rey. Luther M. Kuhns, Litt. D. 

Who next served for ten years as General 
Secretary? 

Mr. Harry Hodges. 

Who is the present General Secretary? 

The Rev. Amos J. Traver. 

How does the Luther League care for the 
high school boys and girls? 

Through the Intermediate Department. 

Who is Intermediate Secretary? 

The Rev. Robert J. Wolf. 

How does the Luther League care for 
the Junior boys and girls? 

Through the Junior Department. 

Who is Junior Secretary? 

Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 

Where are the headquarters of the Luther 
League? 

806 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

What is the magazine of the Luther 
League of America? 

The Luther League Review. 

Who is the President of the 
League of America? 

Mr. Clarence C. Dittmer. 

What are the three Departments of the 


Luther League of America? 
Education—Missions—Life Service. 
Where was the last convention held? 

At Salisbury, N. C. 

Where will the next convention be held? 

At Omaha, Nebraska. 

What great missionary work has the 
Luther League of America just finished? 

The giving of $30,000 for Andhra Chris- 
tian College in India. 

How does the Luther League plan for 
Bible study? 

By encouraging Daily Bible Reading. 

How does the Luther League encourage 
the reading of good books? 

By providing Reading Courses in the 
Senior, Intermediate and Junior Depart- 
ments. 

(The leader may supply more questions, 
if desired. The superintendent may take 
the opportunity to speak a few words after 
each question—explaining a little the work 
of the League. The questions and answers 
should be numbered and distributed to the 
Juniors before the meeting.) 

Close the program with 


Luther 
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PRAYERS 


Have the children all bow their heads, 
suggest the following subjects for prayer, 
and ask that some one of the Juniors give 
a short sentence prayer for each; if none 
respond, the superintendent may make same. 

Let us pray— 

—For the whole Luther League of Amer- 
ica that it may continue to prosper and 
grow; 

—For our General Secretary, that his 
labors may be blessed; 

—For our Intermediate Secretary, that he 
may lead the Intermediates higher and 
higher; 

—For our Junior Secretary, that she may 
wisely lead the Juniors; 

—For all the officers; 

—For all the State leagues; 

—For all the local leagues; 

—For help to do our share as Juniors. 

(At the close of the meeting let the Juni- 
ors. gather about a table and make a Luther 
League scrap book—pasting in it all the pic- 
tures concerning the League they can 
gather from Luther League Reviews—writ- 
ing in it the questions and answers as given 
in this program. This can be added to 
from time to time.) 


October 23, 1927 
THE-GO-TO-CHURCH-CLUB 
(Practical Topic) 

. Sister Pearle N. Lyerly 

Hints for the leader—Make a poster with the pic- 
ture of a beehive on it. Tell the juniors they are 
to form a club named ‘‘Swarm of Bees’? and only 
those who attend church services may join. When 
the members attend church, paste a bee on the 
chart and write the name of the junior it represents 
just above. This may be continued for some months 
and see who will have the largest number of bees. 
These stickers may be secured from the Presbyterian 
Book Store, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

PROGRAM 

Soft Music. 

Hymn—“My Church, My Church.” 

Scripture Readings—Heb. 10:23-25; Ps. 
96:1-9. 

Prayer—That we may love to enter the 
House of God. 

Daily Bible Readings—By 6 Juniors. 

Hymn—“T Love Thy Zion, Lord.” 

Topic. 

Introduction to Topic—(By superintend- 
ent.) This morning while I was in church 
I looked around and saw only (names of 
Juniors present). There were many Juniors 
present in the Sunday School this morning, 
but they did not make the turn to come into 
God’s house. It hurt me when I saw you 
leave and oh! how I know it must have hurt 
our Father in Heaven. Illustration—How 
many children like pancakes? (Ask for 
show of hands.) How many like to eat them 
when they are brown only on the one side? 
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How many Juniors were in church last Sun 
day? Just stand up and look at the oth 
children. When boys and girls attend S 
day School and fail to make the turn to g) 
into church for the worship hour, they are 
like the cakes “half baked.” How many are 
going to be half baked next Sunday? ; 
Harvey is going to tell you about the 
plans for our new club in Junior League. 
Harvey—Boys and girls, we are planning 
to have a new club in the Junior League, 
The name that has been given to it is “A 
Swarm of B’s” and only the real live ones 
may join it. When you go to the Church 
to worship your name will be written upon 
this chart and a bee will be pasted near it. 
For three months you may remain a mem- 
ber if you attend church services. 
Jack—Harvey, what is there for us in 
Church? I think Sunday School is enough. — 
Harvey—Every life—no matter how 
small, longs to come in touch with the Father 
in Heaven. It is true we may not under- 
stand every word the pastor says, but we 
may join in the singing, follow the reading 
of the Scripture and pray with the hun= 
dreds and thousands who worship in thi 
country during that very hour. That alon 
is worth all the time spent in Church. 
Jack—How may we as juniors help the 
Church? 
Harvey—I will call on my friends to assist 
me in telling you how to help the church 
by your presence. Also how the church wi 
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help us. 

(Have the words printed on cardboard 
and let each child stand and explain it.) 

No. 1. B Regular—When you are regu-_ 
lar at the church services your spiritual life 
is strengthened and you will be better boy 
and girls. It is always easier for you to 
resist temptations when you are asked to do 
wrong. : 

No. 2. B Friendly—Always move along 
in your pew for the older person. See that 
each person who looks as you is greeted with 
a smile. Make sure every one has a book 
before you keep it for yourself. 

No. 3. B on Time—This will give you a 
chance to show kindness to others and you 
will never become a nuisance by always 
coming into Church late. 

No. 4. B Reverent—When you are in 
God’s presence you should always be quiet. 
It is impossible for God to speak to you 
if you are always talking. Also when you 
talk you keep a number of others from 
listening to the minister. r 

No. 5. B Generous—There is always an 
opportunity to express our thankfulness to 
God by our gifts. It is one of the greatest 
joys to have some part in contributing to 
the church through which many hungr 
souls are fed. 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


No. 6. B Loyal—Always encourage your 
pastor by permitting him to look into your 
face while he is conducting the service. He 
will become a greater success if you let him 
know you have been praying for him. 

(The “Swarm of B’s Club” plan may be 
worked in connection with the Junior 
Church if you have started to train the chil- 
dren to worship.) 

—Y— 

October 30, 1927 
NINETY-FIVE? 
(Reformation Meeting) 

Miss Loye Bayless 
PROGRAM 

Hymn—“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 

Psalm 46. 

_ Prayer—Leader. 

Leader—The subject of our _ lesson, 
“Ninety-Five?” should bring to our minds 
the name of a great man who lived about 
four hundred years ago, a man who dared 
to say and do such things which nearly cost 
him his life. Martin Luther is known to- 
day as the Great Reformer and one of the 
world’s greatest heroes. 

We will not hear about some of the events 
in Luther’s life and some of the things he 
did to bring about the Reformation. 

(11 Juniors.) 

‘Rome was a holy place. To visit the holy 
city and see the holy father, the Pope; to 
walk on the ground where the blessed 
apostles and martyrs dwelt; to pray at 
the holy shrines and gain merit from the 
saints; to climb the holy stairway, said 
to have been brought from Jerusalem 
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where it formed part of the palace of 
Pilate and was trodden by the feet of the 
Saviour;—these were wonderful privi- 
leges, a joy for which Martin Luther 
hardly dared to hope, yet that opportunity 
became his. 


Hisleben, Germany was the birthplace of 
Martin Luther. “E” stands for Erfurt, 
too, where he studied in the university 
and where he found the Bible. 


Faith. “The just shall live by faith.” As 
Luther was climbing the Holy Staircase 
at Rome, step by step on his knees, sud- 
denly he stopped to hear a voice speak 
these words to him, “The just shall live 
by faith.” Not by acts of merit, not by 
prayers and penances, but by believing in 
Christ, must his soul be saved. 


Otherwise. “Here I stand. I cannot do 
otherwise. God help me. Amen.” This 
statement was boldly made by Luther be- 
fore the council of the Empire in defend- 
ing God’s Word. 

Recant or take back what he had said and 
written, Luther would not. In standing 
for God’s truth he said, “Unless I am 
convinced by the Word of God, Himself, I 
will not recant anything.” 

Monk. Hans Luther had planned for his 
son to be a lawyer. But Martin was con- 
cerned in the saving of his soul. He felt 
he was a sinner. He tried in many ways 
to get rid of sin, he left school and went 
to a monastery. There he studied the 
Bible and learned that many things were 
wrong with the church. He saw how 
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READY NOW 


The “Luther League Memory Book’’ 


Imitation Brown Leather, size 17” x 11”, beautifully designed, 
with heavy Top and Back, lettered and embossed in gold with 
Luther League Emblem, seventy-five black pages, punched to 
fit, laced with silk cord. For pasting of Convention Souve- 
nirs, pictures, news clippings, party schemes, Invitations, 
Stunts and everything of interest to Luther Leaguers. 


It costs only $5.00— postpaid east of the Mississippi. 


“Just the thing you have always needed” 


LuTHER LEAGUE STATIONERY AND HeELps oF ALL KINDS 
New Ipeas BEING AppED EacH MontTH 


“HANDY’’—The loose-leaf Social and Game Book—$2.50 


Complete Service 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


429-437 HERR STREET 


many things the priests did were con- 
trary to the very things God tells men to 
do. 

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” one of 
the greatest of all hymns was written by 
Martin Luther. “Away in a Manger,” 
the Christmas Hymn we all love to sing 
was written by him. 

Translating the Bible was one of Luther’s 
greatest works. He put God’s Word in 
simple language making it so plain that 
the poorest and humblest could under- 
stand its great truths. 

Indulgence or pardon for sin was granted to 
those who did acts of merit. For these, 
the priests unlawfully demanded pay and 
often the people gave much money in or- 
der to have their sins forgiven. 

October 31, 1517 marked the beginning of 
the Reformation and the birthday of our 
Lutheran Church. On that day Luther 
nailed his ninety-five theses on the 
church door of Wittenberg. 

Ninety-five was the number of statements 
Luther wrote which he declared to be 
things that were done in the church op- 
posed to God’s Word. These statements 
or theses he posted on the door of the 
church and soon they were known about 
far and wide. He wished to teach the 
people that every Christian who truly 
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Attractive Prices 


HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


repents has full forgiveness of sins, even 

without letters of pardon and that he 

who gives to the poor or lends to one in 
need does better than he who buys indul- 
gences. 

Superintendent’s Talk—To show the life 
of Martin Luther teaches loyalty to duty, 
to be true to conscience and firm to stand 
for right. 

Sentence Prayers. 

Offering. 

Junior League Rally Hymn. 

Closing Prayer. 

Suggestions—Ask Juniors a week before 
the meeting to learn the 46th Psalm and 
then to all those who have memorized it 
give a picture of Martin Luther or a 
League pin. 

Advertise the meeting by making a poster, 
a large “95” and question mark, below which 
write time and place of meeting. 

Cut out large numbers, 95, paste on a 
large cardboard and hang in the front of 
the meeting room. Near it hang the pic- 
ture of Martin Luther. Decorate eleven 
chairs in League colors and arrange them 
in a semi-circle in the front of the room. 
Give each of the eleven Juniors taking part 
respective large letter cards and as each 
speaks form semi-circle, spelling the word, 
“Reformation.” “3 
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THE LONE 
SEMINARY 


For its work must have addi- 
tional teaching and working 
force. Instead of erecting the 


President’s residence as a tem- 
porary dormitory, it must build 
the first- unit of its permanent 
dormitory to house college and 


seminary students. As there is 
the State University within one 
mile and no Lutheran Institution 
of College grade within 1500 
miles, we need the first unit and 
need it now. 


J. GC. KUNZMAN, President 
PaciFic THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3878 435 Ave., Seattle, Washington 


Lenoir Rhyne College 


(Co-educational) 
HICKORY, N. C. 


Seeks to give young men and women of 
today in behalf of Christ and the church a 


capacity education crowned with consecration 
to Christian truths and ideals. 


Standard A grade. 
Strong faculty of eighteen members. 
Student body of 300. 


A small college of personal contacts and of 
splendid successes. 


For information, address the president, Hick- 
Ory, -.N. -C 


DUTCH TILES 


Hundreds of years old! 
Blue pattern 


About 4 inches square 


20% of proceeds will be donated to 
the Luther League of America 


J. L. Th. Heldewier Vignon 


Curacao, Dutch West Indies 


MARTIN LUTHER 
SEMINARY 


LINCOLN, NEBR. 


The only German-English Seminary 
of the:UsL. C. Ay in the U. S.A; 


Any information given by 
G. H. MICHELMANN, Dean. 


Muhlenberg College 


Allentown, Pa. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A str 5 
scholarly faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. 
Superior classical, scientific and philosophical courses. 
Newest equipment. New science building and library. 
Apply early as there are many applications every year. 


_An academic department of the highest grade admit: 
ting to all institutions. 


Send for catalog and write for information to— 


Oscar F. Bernheim -_ =- - Registrar 
John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D., President 


Wagner College 


Preparatory Department and College 

Its chief aim is to serve the prime need of the 
Church. Over 80 per cent of its graduates 
are pastors or missionaries. 

Its work and student life is pervaded by a 
serious Christian spirit. : 

It aims to develop the power of concentration 
and the habit of earnest study, 

It is democratic; no fraternities, no hazing. 

It is beautiful for situation. A parklike campus 
of 57 acres in New York City, overlooking 
the city, the harbor and the ocean. 

It is economical; $400 per year—$200 for future 

clergymen—covers all except books. 

For further information apply to 


REV. A. H. HOLTHUSEN, D. D., President, 
Staten Island, N. Y. 


Those spending Sunday 
in Philadelphia are cos. 
dially invited to attend the 


CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY COMMUNION 


Chestnut and 21st Sts. 


Rev. J. H. Harms, D, B, 
Pastor 


Chief Service - - 11 A.M. 


Vespers ----- 8 P.M. 
Bible School - - - 10 A.M, 
ep eel el ays 7PM 
——S=== ss 


Within walking distanes 
of all hotels. 
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OUR CHURCH anv OUR NATION 
Our Church’s Place in Our Nation’s Life 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
3y ABpEL Ross WENTZ, Pu.D., D.D. 


No other book could be studied with greater profit by Lutheran citizens in con- 
nection with the commemoration of our nation’s Declaration of Independence than 
this interesting and instructive work. For here, in a framework of American history 
from colonial times to the present era, are portrayed, as nowhere else, the facts 
which Lutherans should know concerning their Church’s career on this continent. 

Illustrated. Cloth, gold title. 365 pp. $2.00. 


The Lutheran Leader in 
Colonial Days 


HENRY MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG 
By Wm. K. Frick, D.D. 


A concise biographical sketch prepared for the 
use of casual students and readers. Cloth. 220 pp. 
50 cents. 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HENRY MELCHIOR 
MUHLENBERG 


By W. J. Mann, D.D., LL.D. 


A complete and standard biography of the ‘‘Patri- 
arch” of the Lutheran Church in America portraying 
in detail the facts of his life and work together with 
the conditions then prevailing. 

Cloth. 563 pp. $2.00. 


Historical Narratives About 
Lutheran Pioneers 
PATHS IN THE WILDERNESS 
By Rev. C. E. Sparks 


A delightful narrative, with a large element of 
fiction, that portrays the experiences of Lutheran 
pioneers in Georgia in colonial days. 

Illustrated. Cloth. 171 pp. $1.25. 


AN EAGLE OF THE WILDERNESS 
By Margaret R. Seebach 


A weaving together in story form of such signifi- 
cant and revealing facts and events in Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg’s life as will serve to acquaint the younger 


folk with this outstanding Lutheran leader of colo- | 


nial days. 


Illustrated. Cloth. 139 pp. $1.00. 


Lutherans in the Early History of America 


LUTHERAN LANDMARKS AND PIONEERS IN AMERICA 


By William J. Finck, D.D. 


A surprising array of little-known but important facts concerning the place of the Lutheran Church and the 


part Lutherans played in the early history of America is most interestingly exhibited in this splendidly illus- 


trated and attractively bound volume. 


Acquaintance with these facts which have been brought to light only after painstaking delving among the 


records of the past will give the reader justifiable pride in his Church as among the first to have established 
itself on this continent and taken an important part in our nation’s beginnings. 


Illustrated. Decorated cloth, gold top. 200 pp. 


Price $1.35. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


39 E. 35th Street 
New York 


860 Cass Street 
Chicago 
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